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88 Williams ſeemed to 
VA have a gloom hanging 
over her Wr countenance, 
which was own: She 
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| pake little, and s 55 to, 


barely gave a reply. They all 
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ſhould be glad to ſpend ſome lit- 


tle time. at home; for ſhould, 


Mr. and Mrs. Oliver arrive ſud- 
denly, all would be hurry, and 
ſhe had many things on which 
ſhe wiſhed to conſult her friends. 


He readily aſſented, and the next 


day, taking leave, they left Miſs 
Fanny and her guardian alone. 
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Mr. Montague was ſeemingly 


very unhappy all that evening; 


he walked penſively acroſs the 


room. Fanny begged him to 
compoſe himſelf, urging, that as 
rs. Montague was much reco- 
would ſoon return. 
t all her arguments were of no 
m ſung, ſhe played 
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on the harpſichord ; but he grew 
more impatient. At laft, © My 


dear, faid he, I muſt retire to 


reſt, Tam not well. Iwiſh you 
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a good night,” po Huy MT . 


abſence of bis wife; but beings 


quite alone, ſhe did not ſtay on 
1 1 5 
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1 When retired to her cha 
| ſhe fat herſelf down, then aroſe 


down again, ſometimes accuſing, 
ſometimes excuſin 5 Horatio's long 
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5 inn CE þ 

| > many offers, of. title, Wealth 
And . honour, and even the guar-, 
- dian of my. virtue, for a falſe un- 
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kind Horatio? No, 1 believe it 
not, if life remains, he will yet re- 
turn. Ars me. with conſtancy and 


a. L172: #1 4% n ens 8 : 


* 13 i k ove.” a 2 * ; = ; ; N 8 " * 
oY I 0 1 #7 1 1772 13 q * N 3 ! * * 7 3 8, * . . auß; 8 0 


1 


26 


po; i 7 b to herſelf, ſhe took 
pen, ink and paper. Ill write, 
again, if this reaches his hand, T 
do not fear an anſwer.” So mu- 
Pg and quite undr eſled, ſhe flip- 
. on à looſe gown, and with 


her hai! hair flowing. round her, down. 
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Not long after ſhe began, her 1 

door ſoftly opened, and he" fac 1 
"Mr. Montague approaching, "as om 
"much undreſſed as herſelf, all büůt 

his morning gown. Surprized, 1 

and full of wonder ſhe fat ſtill, v I 
till he flew with pr ecipitate „ 
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tran{] port, and caught her in his 
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- She ſtarted, and Giving g to 
get looſe, 15 "RG do you mean, i 
 fir,”. ſaid ſhe, © by this treat. 
ment of me? You! ſurely have - ( 4 
loſt your reaſon, and from a fond 
indulgent huſband, have for ſaken 
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40 Oh blame not me, * ſaid he 
trembling, . but rather blame 
vourſelf. wa Had you been leſs 
charming, 24 had been more con- : 
Rant t to my wife. 
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« Oh Fa anny, Fanny, you have 


conquered me, I cannot live with- 


out you. It is impoſſible to hide 
my paſſion longer ; which, though 
my tongue were ſilent, ſhews by 
'words, by looks, by every act, 


how tenderly 1 love you. Nay, 


do not.puſh me ſo ſternly from 
vou, the time, the place, the fa- 
vourable moment, all conſpire to 
gratify my love—I muſt and will 
be happy. Your tears cannot 
prevail 5. yet, let me kiſs them off, 
„ 7 though 
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though they go like daggers to 
e l 


that 18 worth living for 2 


he, © farit to rob me of my 


have mine in your poſſeſſion, 


; give me but your love. I Wii! Ml 
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10 Oh. * ungenerous man 
was it for this,” ſhe cried, you 
taught me to diſtinguiſh virtue 
from vice? was it for this you .. ..M 1 
nouriſhed me ſo tenderly, to fob = 
me of my peace of mind, and all 1 


©, Ungenerous girl!“ replied _ © ³ 8 
heart, then treat me with con- 
tempt! Honour, virtue, tis al! 
but name; the heart is all; you I 


take it, mould it to your liking; _ 
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=. |. ſearch ; you ſhall live with me 
WW as your wit and beauty merits; 


yo ſhall be my queen; rand 1 
ur conſtant flave.” 
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_ a 80 faying, he end her in 


= his arms, and was carrying her 


towards the bed; but, aſſiſted by 
= ber fears, ſhe inſtantly ſprung 


from him, and haſtening to the 


dell, which he had not ſecured, 
rung it with all the violence ima- 


gmable. Then turning to him 
as 9985 as count Here 


. 1 This, this,” ſaid ſhe, © was 
=. baſely done ! But take back your 
N worthleſs. heart, and your more 
3 8 ie 


n 5 18 
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worthleſs ſelf ; and know, I ha vpe 
a mind within, formed under 18 
5 your own tuition, that will ſtanldgd 
8 my friend. Is it right for you 3 2 
do attempt that virtue you 1 
ſhould protect? Think on your + 4 
paſt miſconduet, you bare de. 
ceived yourſelf and me - Fare- \ 
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| 80 ſaying, - ſhe went inſtantly 

to the door, where meeting tlje 
footman, Montague turning ano- 
ther way, ſhe had juſt) retolec- 

tion enough to atk; *© Did you 

not hear ſome. noiſe ?. I amiterri- 

fied to death. Send Sukey here; 

I cannot ſleep alone.“. 
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plied the man, but we had 


better call my maſter.” 


e Moy: ſend her,” ſaid ſhe, 
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The ſervant went his way, 


when Montague returning ſaid, 
Forgive me, my dear Fanny, 


1 will not offend you more, you 
may ſafely ſleep alone. What 
you conquered by your beauty, 


you have alſo ſubdued by your 


virtue. Conſcious of my crime, 


I did not hear any thing, re- 


perhaps tis fan. 
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Iwill endeavour to overcome my 


paſſion and if time will not con- 
quer it, 


death ſhall.” —Immedi- 


ately he took his leave. 9 
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Sukey then came. Stay here | 
to-night, ſaid Fanny. Either 
my imagination roves, or I really 
am diſturbed.—I with your miſ- 
treſs were at home.” 12 


„I wiſh ſo too, replied the 
KAR „ but indeed I think ſhe ' 
will not live; for John and I 
both heard a noiſe too; it can- 

not be all ane yet all 
houſe 3 is fal 


A ** —— 1 I 
OY 


. ried Well, get in my bed, child, 
Laid 2 * for 1 ſhall 1 1 

and Write. 
i ſhe wanted time to-re- 
collect herſelf, and form - ſome 
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Plan to act by. To remain un- 
der the ſame roof with one who 

her ruin, 
and who made no ſcruple of de- 
claring a paſſion or her, and had 


even offered to leave his wife, 
end his life with her, yet 
appeared A tender huſband, prov- 
335 th falſe and deceitful, 


* 
7 
— Tn RES 


attempt had 
Sir Thomas, 


0 


was too open to admit of any 


” diſguic; and had 
up, there was: little. reaſon ' to 
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unſafe to be; truſted: 
n charg- 


uppoſe either tears or intreaties 
* 5 would have e his unruly 


3 
a 
; 
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then reſolved not to re- 
main another night in the houſe, 


but to ſeek ſome ſafer, if not ſo 
delightful a refuge; and putting 
up what neceſſary apparel ſhe 
might immediately want, ſhe de- 
termined firſt to call at 
liams's, but not to eee either 
Hey anon; or what 
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r. Wil- 


bon doing. x near the road-ſide, a 


are) = 


i 
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ſome car ge 
© her up. 


1 
S. » 


Il.cuhe good people made her wel- 
> come in the beſt manner the 
were able, and as they refuſed 
i to accept of any acknowled - 
ment themſelves, 

2 little daughter, who had wt 
\ procured a chaiſe, into, which 


ſhe got, and ordered the driver 


6 


made it to 


if 


to convey her to Woolwich with 


* 


all poſſible ſpeed, for which ſhe 
would give him a crown. 


. F: | f 2 p q 


miles on her journey, when ſhe 
. Oliver on horſe- 

8 to him, the 
"Ro Popped; 
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opped. After the uſual com- ] 
pliments, I think, ſaid Fanny, f 


% our meetings hitherto have A 
been fortunate; but why are you 


. *S * 
N . 5 a 


„ OY 


« Let us quit the public road,” 1 
ſaid he, and the firſt proper wm 
houſe we come to, we will alighgt ] 
c 
I am ſorry, madam,” ſaid Mr. 1 
Oliver, that my father's long. = 
abſence obliges ine to leave Eng- - 
land, and you; for indeed, I thi 0 f 1 
you want a friend. I did not E 

de Mr. Montague's behaviour *' 


—— wien 


innocence of Sir | 
ſitive, no one 
window he ſuggeſted. I would 
have you be on your guard. — | | 
ere ee 185 


but friendſhip ſometimes ripens | 
into love. His behaviour to Mrs. 

e in it; to my 

apprehenſion, more 6f conſtraint 


e. your own. diſcreti 


and pardon my giving you 


freely. 5 
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turn, than from a profeſſed li- 
| | bertine; ; for the latter prides him» 
ſelf in his ono the 
other would 1 ab yo 
dark.“ 69:4: 8 eit d 8 
| was unwilling | | 
LI in declaring 
Montague S penny tc of' | 
admired Oliver's tender care, 
| and eee 5 IIS 


What would you have me 
do) fr e fad ne. % 


5 Rn eee, ans where were 
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concealed under that 
with young Villars was your's, 
ou were out of danger. 

N to leave you, 
be your guard, 
K fortune ſhould ſup ly your 
vary and. vou ſhould never be 


81 


in need of a friend. Nor do I 


1 


vou alqne, but your ſiſter 
1e may be 


too: not but I think 
rr. as her uncominon flow of . 


Pan may enable her to * 
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we 


V 


» 
| 4 
* - 4 
9 ! 
LE 
y > 
1 
* 
5 9 * . 
, 
i! * 
7 
: # 
: 3 a 1 
7 
— 
« ? o s ** 
- 
. 1 * x - 
1 *# 
7 * — : 
* 8 
bY 2 +; © = 
- FR 
5 = 


: 
L 
# 


Tas FORTUNATE SISTERS. * 


What would you have me 
ps ?” again ſhe repeated, Lock 
myſelf up, and converſe through | 

_the ee Et | 
OM No, my angel,” replied he, 
© retixe to ſome friend, if you 
are fixed on Villars, and think he 
will be conſtant. I truſt I ſhall 
come back; and if you remain 
ſingle then, I will take care of 
you myſelf. 


1 


« But then,“ fad ſhe, © what 
is to become of ' Miſs Peggy whilh 


your are abſent ?” 


I 


MP I ſhall take her with 1 me,” 
replied Mr. Oliver. Next 
| Thurſday 


nh,” 
Ws. 
3 


coming to inform you 


hurſday joins our ha 


reſence. and alſo 
bi 188. Vou ſigh— 
Why that donnzüt look ! that 
falling tear! there is ſomething 


more than common labouring in 
#5 ä # | 


your breaſt,” . 
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* 3 5 | 4 


Not all Mr. Oliver's b perſuaſi- 


ons could induce Fanny to con- 


feſs her perplexed ſituation, leſt 
that friend to honour and virtue, 


ſhould, from his too great zeal, 
ſeek to reſent the occaſion, and 
by breeding an open rupture, 


cauſe Mrs. Montague to be un- 


ha Py when, by her ſecret ab- 

ot TINT | ſence, 
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fences all confuſion 0 of that kind 
e be avoided. A RP HAR 


a 243 FEET IA S 


oy L — $ wum 2. ; ay * 
% 7 * : 4 F 


. 4 ba Auen they 


parted, after Mr. Oliver had pro- 
miſed not to mention his having 


ſcen her, aral that he would give 


her anotl ler meetin g before his 
en 4% N Va 6 


Mr. 8 then proceeded. on 
to Mr. Montague's, whom he 
found full of trouble on the ab- 
ſence of Fanny; who, he ſaid, 
had gone out early that morning; 
that! he was informed ſhe had called 


the ſervants up the night before, 5 


faying, the had heard ſomebody 


As £4 


in her room, and Was afraid to 


& 


ov 8 ſleep. 
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ſleep alone. It is very ſtrange,” 
continued he, I was indiſpoſed, | 
and went to bed early, nor can I * 


gueſs the cauſe of ſo much con- 


Mr. Oliver made no reply, but | 4 
immediately .furmiſed the true 
cauſe of Fanny's trouble, though 
er prudence had prevented mr; 5 
revealing it. Mr. Montague ac 
cepting the invitation to the wed- * | 
ding, Mr. Oliver took his leave. 


i 


Fanny proceeded on to Wool | ( 
wich, where ſhe met with a ſin- 7 
cere welcome, and a preſſing inv i- 4 
tation to ſtay till the wedding was 4 
over, which it was highly neceſ-' | «©, 
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ſary ſhould be conſummated; 
though ſomewhat contraty to Mr. 
Williams's wiſhes, in the abſence 


of young Oliver's friends, as he 


was determined to go to them, 


and had their content to the mw 
nigh. 2 


Every thing was conducted 
with gentility, without extrava- 


gance, and Peggy was made a 


happy bride. 


. Montague was preſent at 
the ceremony, he was obliging 


and polite to all, though only 


diſtantly ſo to Fanny, of whoſe 


abſence from home he took no 


notice, and returned to Rich- 


mond 
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tives for her removal; a circum- 


ſtance which, next to the grati- 


fying his own libidinous inclina- 
tion, he had every reaſon to 
Tok avoid. 


| ! 


Things being ſo far ſettled, the 
bridegroom and his lady prepared 
for their departure, and were to 
have ſet out as on 2 next day, 

jages and 


when the ſound of ca 
loud raps at the door, announced 


the arrival of ſome new gueſts. 
Indeed they proved welcome 
ones: for they were no other 1 
than Mr. and Mrs. Oliver. The 


joy on all ſides, at their happy 
meeting, was without alloy. 


. e 


1 The 
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ried ule was, For the * t, 
laid aſide, and all due preparatio 
made for the ſettlement of the 
elder Mr. and Mrs. Oliver in 
England, who did not fail to teſ- 
tify their full ſatisfaction in the 
new alliance; then inſiſting that =. 
one habitation ſhould, for the 1 e 
preſent, accommodate them all, 

it was readily agreed to, and a 

houſe being taken in London, for 

that purpoſe, as ſoon as every _ 
thing could be got ready, they all ä 

8 removed to ä 


Mrs. Montague returned home 
quite recovered, and teſtified her 


1 1 at Fanny's s removal from 


EL 
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br . of which ſhe had pro- 


miſed to take the charge during 
her abſence, the breach of which, 


. 5 ſhe ſaid, juſtly incurred her diſ- 


pleaſure; in which her huſband 


readily joined, in order to pre- 
Vent a ſuſpicion of the cauſe. 


Sophia was ſoon anxious to 


ſee her ſiſter; and finding at their 


meeting, every thing ſo agreeable 
to Fanny, determined not to 


leave her n [ 


3 


Mr. Williams then, at Sophia 8 


requeſt, paid a ſecond viſit to Mr. | 


Montague, to ſettle with him the 


terms for her board, Kc. which 


he e and readily adjuſted, 
: 8 E20 But 
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But all this while Fanny lay un- 
der the cenſure of being deficient 
in every tye of friendſhip and 
gratitude; all which ſhe bore 
with, rather than, by clearing her- 
ſelf, to render Mr. ns ada un- 


hapry. . : 

PR ſtaying with their friends 
t the ſummer, young 
Mr. Oliver and his lady again 
prepared for their departure, for 
as they had large plantations in 
Virginia, the preſence of one of 


the partners was indiſpenſibly ne- 


ceſſary. 


| It was with great concern | they | 
parted, for Peggy had {0 far gain- i 
3 
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ed the love of Mr. and Mrs. Oli- 


ver, that ſhe might be ſaid to 


ſhare it equally with their fon, 
than whom, no one could be 


more indulged. They took Miſs 


Polly Williams, Mrs. Oliver's 


younger ſiſter, with them, and 
ſet. out with the bleſſings of all 


that knew them. 


1 


Their 8 ſoon had an ac- 
count of their ſafe arrival; and 


the ſucceſs which attended all 
their affairs, added to the mutual 
happineſs of the wedded pair, 


ſeemed to mark them as the fa- 
vourites of heaven. 


C 2 £ Fanny 
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Fanny and Sophia had remain- 
©] at Mr. Williams's without in- 
terruption, yet could not part ) 
with thoſe two friends without | 

great reluctance; for their friends 
were few, as Mrs. Montague had 
taken the opportunity to | break 
off all intercourſe with them, and 
: they never faw her,' but ſhe broke 
out into very ſevere reproaches . 
on Fanny; all which ſhe bore 
with great patience, never mak- 
ing any other anſwer, than, that 
her conſcience was clear of every 8 
: cauſe for ſuch 1 imputation. 


Fanny was ſtill continually ſo- 
| licited in marriage by ſeveral gen- 
tlemen of character and family; 
but 
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but nothing could ſhake her re- 


ſolution of being faithful to her 
Villars. And the contract be- 
tween them became at laſt no ſe- 
cret, for Mr. Montague had taken 

the liberty to read part of the let- 
ter ſhe was writing on the night 
when he entered her chamber, 
and had mentioned the contents 
to Mrs. Montague, whoſe diſ- 
pleaſure with Fanny was carried, 
through his inſinuations, to that 

; height of ill-manners, that ſhe 
would ſtop at nothing that had 
the leaſt appearance of leſſening 
her character in the eſteem of her 
friends; ſo that ſhe Was often 
obliged to bear with that as rail- 
F 
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tle ſhort is an affront. 


is ſtill continued to have a 
diſlike to Villars, on Peggy's ac- 
count, thou gh it began to ſub- 


F © "mp Add to MANY that Mr. Wil- 


known, Villars could only have 


been able to ſecure of his father's 
5 effects; which, though the ſum 
5 Was not known, could not be 
much; but his ſuppoſed want of 


whoſe ſentiments were otherwiſe 
bent, for ſhe would often ſay, 


* 


coach 


lery only, which was in fact lit 


fide greatly, now ſhe was ſo much 
better ſettled. At beſt it was 


had what little Mr. Williams had 


1 ane had no effect on Fanny, 


- Cottage md. content exceeded a 
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coach and fix: and, That true 4 
love could never changnſeeGQ. 


Mr. Oliver had not omitted to 
tell Sophia of the high regard 

which Sir Thomas L had 2 
expreſſed for her; and that when - =_ 
he returned from his travels, as 
ſhe would be every day increaſing 
in age and accompliſhents, he 8 
thought Sir Thomas would not 
fail to acquaint her with it. | 


k 


This was an' offer every way 
ſuited to Sophia s inclination, as - I# 
ſhe was not a little fond of mak- "NS 
ing a figure in life; and ſhe | 
thought it an opportunity of 
gratifying her dar ling wills, -- 

3 Cc _ which. 


3 


b : 
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-which ſhe might never have witn 
any other gentleman, conſider . 

his fortune, and the probabilit7 
of his ſucceeding to his uncle's 
title, who had never been mar- 


ried, and was very far advanced 


in years. | 


mee aid, the WO Rar, 
if ever ſhe ſhould be able to look 


upon him, without a remem- 


brance of the place where their 


acquaintance began; and in that 
light, ſhe thought ſhe-would ra- 
ther never ſee him more. 


In ſome few months after Mr.. 
_ Oliver's departure, Mr. Williams 
Was ſeized with a violent fever, | 
5 Which 


o OLE>C< I 


Þ 


w OK L. I 


THE. FORTUNATE SISTERS. 35 


which i in three days, two of which: 
he was delirious, put an end to 
his life. 


3 
z 


Mrs. Williams thus was left a 
diſconſolate widow, without even. 
the means of a ſufficiency to 


lighten her troubles; for though, 


he had been in great buſineſs, 
he lived to the extent of his in-, 


come; and the 2000 1. he had 


advanced upon his daughter 8 
marriage, was thought by many 
to be part of the Nee of M. 
Villars. | 


9 
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Mrs. Williams's J 1 1 2 8 „ 
not permit her to make her cale 3 
pudlic,. ſo that the Miſs Bemont's 

| C6, | board- 
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RT | board-money was all they had to 
_ „Ae upon; which was but barely 


ſufficient, indeed ſcarcely that, to 
make any appearance. They 
were her confidants in all her 


affairs, and from a ſincere regard 6 
determined to remain with her. 
She had only one child to pro- 
vide for, then about eleven years 
old, which, on the knowledge of 
Mr. Williams's death, was ſent 


for by Mr. Oliver to Virginia. 


f 
3 


Nothing now remained, but to 


endeavour to live on a little with 


content; which they did: only 


Sophia would ſometimes, in ſe- 
cret, with that her lot had been 


caſt in a gayer ſphere, Yet het. | 
5 affection 
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affection to her ſiſter, and friend- ' 
ſhip for Mrs. Williams, made her Wo 


be very remiſs in the payment of 
their money, which, at times, 


| Oliver, who had often ſent to 


ing of their diſtreſſed ſituation, 
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ſituation very eaſy to her. 
Mr. Montague now began to- 
put them to great, difficulties, 1 
They now, more than ever, ſtood i 
in need of ſuch a friend as Mr. = 


them to 80 and ſhare with him +» 
his ample fortune; but not know- 
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had not remitted them any thing 
comfort. 1 _ 
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Mr. Montague, after repeated 


. from F anny and Sophia, 
came himſelf to anſwer them. 
They had not ſeen him for a 
conſiderable time; their ſituatibn 


was retired, and Mrs. Williams, 
Fanny, Sophia, and a ſervant 
girl were the whole of the fa- 
mily. Fanny could not ſee him 
without a dread, which was ſo vi- 


fible in her countenance, that. he 


could not but obſerve i it. "By 


ter Mr. Montague nad paid 


Mrs. Williams the money which 

was due, he requeſted to ſpeak 
a few words to Muſs Bemont in 

bare 8 0 
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Fanny 
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Fanny told him, that as there 
was nothing in their affalrs which 


was a ſecret, he nught there de- 


clare what he had to inform her 
of; buͤt this he refuſed, ſaying, 


it entirely reſpected her engage- 


ment abroad, and that though 


her affairs were public, thoſe of 


another ought to be pa ſome 


| regard to. 


A8 ieee connections 
were pretty extenſive, ſhe thought 


it might be fo, and withdrew 


with him into another room. 
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He then told Nos he Fas cr e- 
ably informed, that Mr. Villars 
was ſettled at Antigua. That 
M 1 
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bo being in an unhappy ſituation, 
and no proſpect of a proviſion: of- 
fering, neceſſity had compelled 
8. him to accept the propoſal from : 
a planter of marrying his daugh- 
ter, who had taken a liking 0 
bim. That his motive for in- 
3 forming her of it, was, that ſhe. 
might not reject any offer of a 
future ſettlement. to her advan-- 

tage :. and added, that in every 
thing ſhe might command his, 
ſervice. 
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Fanny very reſpectfully thank-- 
ed him for his kindneſs, but told 
him the regular payment of the 
money due to Mrs. Williams for 

their board, and to herſelf and 
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ſiſter for cloaths,. &c. was all ſhe 


had at preſent to requeſt, unleſs 


he ſhould at any time gain freſh 


intelligence of Mr. Villars, whoſe 
happy ſituation in life ſhe ſhould | 


be, at all times, glad to hear of, 
however unmindful he might be 


of her. 


q y 
= 


Mr. Montague then gave her 


a ten pound note, promiſing to 


ſend her a further ſupply; and, 


without taking any notice of paſt 
tranſactions, he took his leave. 


Fanny made no ſecret of the. 
intelligence which Mr. Monta- 
_ gue had communicated to her. 
| Diſpleaſing as it was, ſhe thought 
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it not wholly improbable, el 
pecially as ſhe had not heard 
from Mr. Villars for ſome con- 


on ſiderable time, notwithſtanding 


| he knew how to ſend to her, let 


: her abode be where it would. 


She, eee in ſolitude, 

- ſometimes in converſation, la- 
mented his want of conſtancy; ' 
then, checking herſelf, would 


< 


ſay, © Why, if he is happy, 
ſhould I repine ? A wiſh: beyond 
his happineſs 1s ſelf-intereſt, a 
temper of all others the moſt t to 
be 4 


As a neat length. of 
Ttime had Bape ſince they heard 
from 
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from Mr. Montague, their ne- 
ceſſities obliged them to. ſend 
again to him. The anſwer re- 
turned was, that he wiſhed to 
ſpeak to Miſs Bemont herſelf. 


Fanny went, not fearing to 
truſt herſelf under his roof in 
the preſence of his wife; but 
when ſhe entered, the houſe and 
attendants made a very different 
appearance from- what they had 
uſually done. Being ſhewn into 
a parlour where he was ſitting 
alone, ſhe app roached very ſlowy- 
, and ſeated herſelf juſt at the 
entrance, | 
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Do not be afraid, my deareſt 
Fanny,” ſaid he, I am not go- 


ning to offer you any thing more 
than is conſiſtent to your own 
inclination to agree to. I am 


ſorry for the cauſe of this viſit, 


x. 4 nne NOIR 
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but it was better to let you know, 


that the impreſſion your grow- 


ing beauties made on my mind, 
1 may ſay from the hour I firſt 
_ beheld you, never abated. . 


ce When I was mand 1 flat- 


tered- myſelf, the affections of a 
tender wife, and love to the dear 
Pledges of our mutual connec 


tion, would have ſettled my re- 
gard to you into a laſting friend- 


ſhip only; but, alas ! it ripened 


N | NN into 
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into love, till grown paſt mode 
ration, I took thoſe ſteps which, 

Happily, your virtue and prudence 
have baffled and defeated. 


« Since then, I have flown to 
other methods, to drown thoſe 
thoughts that were ever fixed on 
you. I flew to cards, and alas! 
the chance has ſolong run againſt 
me, that I have loſt my all; and 
what is more aggravating, not 
only that, but your's. What re- 
paration I can make, I will, if 
5 fortune again ſhould favour me. 


a Mrs. Montague i is now gone 
to ſome friends of her's; if ſhe . 
ſucceeds, I hope you will not ſuf- 

: / fer; 
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fer; if ſhe ſhould | not ſucceed; 
and you will return to us, what 
lays. in my power, I'll chearfully 
do for you and your Hitter So- * 


phia.” 5 

Thus unexpectedly plunged 
into deep diſtreſs, F 1 could 
not imagine what was to 
follow: but ſhe told him, ſhe 
was ſorry to be the innocent 


cauſe of any one's ill-doing; ; and 


it was a very ſmall ſhadow of 
hope, he could ever have enter- 
tained of accompliſhing his de- 
ſigns on her. "EY 


The loſs of is though 
by unlawful means, perhaps was 
ky: 1 1 not 
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not deſigned : yet ſhe could not 
but conſider, the breach of friend- 
ſhip on the part of Mrs. Monta- 
gue, together with the many un- 
deſerved reproaches and falſe re- 
por ts of her, which he had joined _ 3 
in propagating, was a ſtrange | = 
method of teſtifying his affec- 7 
| 


tions 


However, ſhe would conſider nl 
of what he had told her, and let's. < , 
him hear fr om her. 


; | 


She then returned home, full, {I 
of grief and trouble,” and ac * 
quainted Mrs. Williams of their _—_ 'J 
ſituation, at that time not any _ 
thing better than her own. So- 
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phia, more than any, lamented 


5 


From day to day they thou abt. 
or various methods to paſs along 
life's heavy road. They could 
not think of ſeparating, nor could 


Mrs. Williams conſent to make 
her caſe known to Mr. and Mrs. 


Oliver, leſt it might prove a de- 
triment to her daushüsr. l. 


Fanny at laſt gave up every 
hope of extricating herſelf from 
her preſent diſtreſs, and was, one 
day, in tears lamenting her ſad, 
ſad ſtate, and Villars, the incon- 


ſtant Villars, more than all, when 
Mrs. 
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T his lady thy dd not — 
ten ſee, for Mrs. Williams, not 
being able to make the appear- 
ance ſhe. wiſhed, .did not viſit her, 

r Oliver ſeldom. went 
#_. out : of town. 


, 


. Surprizing Fanny! in 1 looſe 
| wir eſs, and in tears, ſhe tenderly 
{ _-. enquired the occaſion. ; And be- 
ing no ſtranger to her engage-_ 
ment with Villars, and ſuppoſing 

that to be the cauſe; of her pre- 
| ſent Shred, kindly, Jexpoſtulated - | 
with her, urging, her to. forget 


him, and reſume thoſe lovely 
4 FO L. II. | D © ſmiles, 
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_ ſmiles; that made every one be- 
hold her with admiration, eſteem 

and love. | 

: Fanny told her, ſhe ad in- 
| deed, too often thought on Mr. 
Villars, but that he was not 
cauſe of her preſent troubles. 


Being preſſed by the importu- 
ity of. Mrs. Oliver, ſhe at laſt 
revealed the reaſon of her preſent 
inquietude, concealing the name 
of Mr. Montague, fearing, ſo 
tender was ſhe of another's cha- 
racter, of being a detriment to 
him, by whom ſhe had been ſo 


great a ſuffereh. = 171 
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| Mrs. Oliver expreſſed the great- 

eſt ſurprize at the conduct of 
Fanny's guardian, and promiſed, 
if poſſible, to ſee juſtice done her; 


aſſuring her, that if ſne could by 
appointment get him there, and 


acquaint her with the time, ſhe 
would be ſure to meet him. And 
poſſibly, ſaid ſhe, when he 
finds you have friends who will 
ſupport your cauſe, he will of 


- himſelf redreſs your wrongs, and 


you may regain your own.” 


Fanny thanked her for the of- 


fer, and n to procure the 


meeting. 
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Wen they had juſt finiſhed | 

Mate diſcourſe, Mrs. Wilhams _ | 

came in; and was not a little ſur- _ A 

{ prized to find Fanny and Mrs. 

Oliver in ſuch cloſe: converſation, 
bas ſinee the night of Mr. and 
Mrs. Oliver's arrival, they had 


but ſeldom ſeen each other. 195 
N 


* 
AN 
a. 


4 
71 | 


1 5 But Fanny, WhO) was always | 
open in her dealings, told Mrs. 
Williams what ha& paſſed, who, 

. taking the Obligation to herſelf, 
{ma very args manner expreſſed 

5 her dente of „ 
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With wack intreaty Mrz. Oh „ 
ver ſtayed dinner, and after tell- 
Ang Mrs. Willtams that her daugh- 
ter 
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ter was expected in town ſoon, 


hich was the cauſe of her viſit, 
and promiſing to come again 
whenever Fanny ſent for her, 
the left them in much better 
ſpirits than ſhe found them: 


Mrs. Williams to rejoice in the 
hope of once more ſeeing her 


child, and the Miſs Bemonts in 
the proſpect of the preſence. of: 
their friend Mr. Oliver. 48 


F anny ſent band to 
Mr. Montague, deſiring him to 
fix ſome day when he would call 


upon her; which he readily did, 
flattering himſelf, that from her 
ſending, poſſibly her necefities 
had wrought a chan ge in her 
. ſenti- 
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ſentiments, and that he mi ight 


. his a 


. Be wat as it may, he came to 
appointment, as did Mrs. Oliver, 


who had, till then, as to perſonal 
attractions, paſſed unnoticed to 


Fanny; but dreſs, that orna- 


ment to moſt, had made ſo great 


a change in her, that Fanny 
could ſcarcely refrain from ex- 
TE her OE 

0 /7She was, de aà very fine 
woman, and with the addition of 
an elegant dreſs, made a very 
lovchy appearance. Mrs. Wil- 


liams, Fanny, and Sophis were 


al ready to thew 1 reſpect, 
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by entertaining her in the beſt 
manner in their P 


pe Mr. Montague came, 
F. anny received him in the Par- 
lour; 3 and after an apology for 
the trouble ſhe had given him, 
proceeded to tell him the diſtreſf⸗ L 
ed ſituation the alteration of his 
affairs had thrown her into, and 
that ine muſt have ſome certainty 1 
of a yearly proviſion for her. 
ſiſter and herſelf, even if the 
principal of their fortunes lay 
een for the e 


He told . * — already 
offered to take them into his . 
mily again, and he would take 

„ a 
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care to ſettle the difference be- 
tween her and Mrs. Montague, 


| ſo that every thing ſhould be to 
A their ſatisfaction; but as to a ſe- 
3 parate paymthit for their board 


be and other neceſſaries, it did not 
y in his power to make it at 


F 
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Fanny then hinted at {His paſt 
conduct, as being a ſufficient 
ground for her not complying 
with his propoſals ; ; but,“ added 
he, riſing, « if you do not chooſe. 
to ſettle with me, I am not with- 
out friends, Who will take that 
office upon them.” 7 I 
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0 haſtily ſtepped to her, and 
5 by his countenance gave her lit- 
+: tle reaſon to think, had time and 
Z place been equally. convenient, 
tthhat ſhe would have received any 
better treatment than before. 
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85 and was going on, but at his 
approach ſhe quitted the room, 
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Ja 0 e is the matter ?—has:ithe 
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$4 3.4, 


1.883 1 
m himſelf . 


5 So faying, ſhe turned into the 
room to Mr. Montague, and im- 
| mediately ſtiffened with ſurprize. 
Hie was not in a much better 


=, „ What!” ſaid he, do my 
eyes deceive me, or do I ſee my 
loſt ſiſter? ? 1 


She ſlowly approac ed 
My brother!” ſaid ſhe, © my 
once much loved brother! Joy 
| and 
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and grief alternately affect me. 


How ſhould I have rej joiced, had 


ns 2.46 £ 


you not, 25 turning T0" Fanny, 
2900 here forfeited that love 1 once 
bore you.” 0 


He was ſo awed by ſurprize, 
joy, and ſhame, that he was near 


| fainting o on the ſpot ; which Fan- 
ny obſerving, cnied. out,” © Of. 
\fir, Oh, madam, Mr. W 
1 die * 


A They rang for ſomething for 


bim to drink, and when he was 
a little recovered, My deareſt 
fiſter,” ſaid he, if I 1 may be al- 
lowed to call you by that tender 
name, 8 ſtand like a criminal be- 
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cf: you are my 
you will ſhew mercy,—l | 
have no excuſe to make; but 
have been; hurried on om one 
bad deed to another, till, it you 
bad not come, I muſt bh fs 
| n, tho! h a a man, 1 Per | 
wuhere it would have ended. 


That excellent young lady, a a 
pattern for her ſex, and her ſiſter, 


e 


to make them amends is what | 
moſt diſtreſſes me. 
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Alas] my brother,” faid le. 
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| | 
all, and indeed much, more than 1 
Mis Bemont had related. But 
tell me,” ſaid he, 8 among all 9 
Wonders, how you, came back to |} 
life a again.“ 1 
1 85 500 Vour ſtory,” replied Mrs. = 
. Oliver, <p ſo diſtreſſes me, 1 have "i 
” . no time to think of my OW. 
; But moſt of all I. wonder, how 1 
you came by ſuch a charge.” . | 
a 0 f 237 K-31 J 14 1 1411 
e From, Oh, ſiſter, from your 
—_—_— 4 n 18% LIFT 
once lov'd Bemont . 1 
| \. | : | ce How * 
3 3 | 


+» 
* 
Ll 
E. 
8 
x 
= 
4 


© 
BS 4 


62 THE FORTUNATE SISTERS, 


en 


* n 


ON Hoy oj ſaid ſhe, het heavens 


: N 


forbid! and running firſt to 
F anny, then 
ur name is not Bemont !” 
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Mg "Te replied by both. 


7 The only man,“ continued 


+ * „ 


ſhe, © on earth for whom I once 


vou might have taken 


wiſhed to live. Now, turning 
to Mr. Montague, © now you 


FARE, 


have, more than ever diſtreſſed 


FF» © > 


me—If but for. my ſake, furely 


xy =: #3 > 


a. 


two fuch he] leſs orphans, —I 


ſure ſhall go diſtrafted — Oh, what 


have theſe two.innocents 1 ſuffered ! 
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'—no one to whom to. tell their 
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mournful ſtory ! 888 
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to Sophia, © ſure 


care of 


— 


- confounded, betwixt joy and ſor- 


found a friend; ſorrow, to find 
that friend ſunk in trouble. 


Mrs. Oliver. I hope, n 
my. ſiſter and 1— 4 


Hope every thing, my dears, 
ſfaid ſhe, that lays in my power; 
much does not; what does, you 

ſhall: both command, till you 

-brother comes.” 


tuBibther; * * ſaid each. 
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Fanny and Sophia ſtood quite 


row. Joy, to think they had 


At laſt Fanny went up to 


<« Ves, 


% 


at IB oor Ho RES 
n oh 
ky * 


ou, i. * 


« What! Mr. Oliver our bro- 
bent r e e 3. 
% R ob | 

Ves, the ſame,” ſaid ſne. 


% 


On this intelligence the ſiſters 


ran to each other. e 
e 71 


Was ever happineſs like 
this?” ſaid Fanny. In one 
day relieved from the depth of 
. diſtreſs). to find a friend! and to 
find a brother !” 
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ce 1 did not know,” ſaid S- 


pity ” 81 ever had a a brother.” l 
eh Oh, TO faid Fanny, «he 
Was ran away with, when very 
young; I heard ſomething of it, 
though A wins 


1 


. No matter how,“ bald So- 


phia, ce. he has lived to be the 


; deliverer of us both.” 


The joy and happineſs that 
Fanny felt was but imperfect. 
Her Villars was another's; and 


ſhe had rather have found him 
true, than have had all the world 
in friendſhip with her: not but 


The: cad loved her brother, 


and 
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and huſband in one. 
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and had often in ſilence mourned 


her unhappy fate, that ſhe ſhould 


be ſo conſtant; as, but for that, 


Oliver had been her's, and in 


him ſhe ſhould have had a friend 
Yet now 
ſhe had the higheſt: reaſon to re- 
fect with pleaſure on the diſap- 
pointment, as had that event 
taken place, they would both 
have been undone for ever. But 
at the preſent, however, ſhe ap- 


peared chearful. 


Mrs. Oliver told Mr. Monte. 
gue, he muſt think of ſome me- 


thod to ſupport his family, of 
more certainty than the gaming- 


We That his wife muſt re- 
turn 
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turn to her family. And that 
the hoped he would alter his con- 
duct, which would be the only 


means of reſtoring | him to her 
I and love. 


6 As to * Miſs Bemonts,” 
continued ſhe, they muſt be 
taken care of; the principal of 
their fortunes ſhall be a future 
conſideration; but Mrs. Wil- 
liams may depend on the money 
for their board, and the young 
ladies of ſuch ſums as their ap- 
parel and other neceſſaries re. 
quire. „„ 


Mr. Montague replied, What 
concerned the youn 5 ladies, he 
had 
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bad already propoſed in part, 


with this only difference of their 
kn back to > Jen, in. LETT 


7 At this Mrs. Olives 8 her. ü 
uad. and it is to be obſerved; -* 
that ſhe only of the company 
knew the whole of his treatment 
of F ae 


£285 


om to e means, 1 did not | 
. at preſent, know how to 
put it in execution, for he was 
fearful his family muſt want 
bread, and he become a beggar. 
But,“ added he, „the worſt, 
effect of my poverty is, I fear,” 
_ ſtedfaſtly at his ſiſter, 

the loſing your eſteem.“ 
1 „ r 
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Well,“ ſaid ſhe, * that may 
perhaps be regained. But it 
grows late, and I muſt return 
home, and ſuppoſe you muſt do 


the ſame.“ Then telling him i 


when and where to meet her, 


and know her further ſentiments, 


wr vented took leave. 


As F. anny and Sophia were 


walking in the fields next day, 
cloſely engaged in converſation, 


2 Siſter, 2 faid Sophia, e ho] 
very reverſe are our changes in 
life]! For my part, I ſhall never 
"petit for the future, when I 
"IE? in the morning, of haviftg 


a bed to lay on at night. And 


1 1 were even deprived of that, 
"SET 1722 0; 4 AE 1 2 I ſhould 
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him 
Gans”? 
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I ſhould not deſpair of recover- 
ing it again, and even more.” - 


„It is very true, ſaid Fan- 
ny, but ſome very unpleaſant 
changes l have fallen to Our lot; | 


f 8 8 | for who | could have thought, # af- 


ter all the vows and ſtrict en- 
gagements Horatio laid himſelf 
under, he would have proved 
falſe?” © I am ſorry,” ſaid Sophia, 
«« you are ſo unhappy in your 
love. It is pity you did not ac- 
cept Sir Thomas L——'s ad- 
dreſſes. No, replied Fanny, 
I can never like another, and 
had rather Horatio had kept to 
huis engagement, though he had 
returned ſtripped of every ſhilling, 
than have Sir Thomas with title, 
a ae 


pu 5 
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| wealth, ind honours all in expec- 
tation. What is your objec- 
; tion! 1 Do you not like him then! Py 
* No, indeed,” faid Fanny. 
And then ſuch a ſudden change 


in his principles; I fear it will 


not laſt till his return. Vet if it 
f ſhould, and you ſhould like him, 
1 wiſh you may have the propo- 
ſal. A cottage for me,—a coach 
for you. There is ſomething ſo 
pleaſing in a rural country life, 


ſo innocent and pleaſant, I could 


be always N in the enjoy- 
ment of it.. 


I cannot think TY faid So- 
| phia, « a handſome carriage, {mart 
livery, and plenty of money to 
ſupply every want, and to enjoy 


6 ; every 
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+ 5 is ambgh in on 5 25 "oem 


mer it might be well enough to 
take a few weeks change in ur 
ee cottage. 11 142 10ʃ 


« But as 10 Sir Thomas 3 1 
like him well enough; at leaſt I 
think ſo; but really his perſon is 
leſs known to me, than any one 
J ever converſed with; but be 
that as it may, I would not have 
him for all his wealth, and all 
thoſe conveniencies that wealth 
would purchaſe; for unleſs I 
could forget all paſt tranſactions, 
I could not be happy. Lou do 
not know that, ſaid Fanny, * © time 
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wears off many things diſpleaſing, 
and it may wear off that.” 


es No, no, it never could,” ; re- 
plied Sophia, I am ſure I never 
could converſe on that ſtrange 
ſubject with him, therefore I will 
not talk of him any more.“ 


1 


After ſome little recollection, 


Sophia ſaid to her ſiſter, My 


dear, I think there is to be a fair 


kept ſome day next week upon 
yonder green; and there will be 
dancing in the long barn by the 


ſide of it, by the young people of 


the village; I ſhould like to go 
much, ſhould not yOu: 935 
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r e Yes, 
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e my faid Fanny, I ſhould f 
"hike it well enough, if I were 


ſure we ſhould not be known.” 
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e Oh,“ replied Sophia, ect I will 


. contrive that, if you will go.” 


It was accordingly agreed, and 
Preparations made ſuited to the 
occaſion, and the intended diſ- 


guiſe of their perſops. Neat 


linen gowns, plain, though fine 
linen, and large but handſome 
bonnets were provided, and they 
were quite happy in the thought 
of that variety there was between 


à plain country dancing- bout, and 


thoſe glittering forms and envi- 
ous remarks which are to be 
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found in the ao of pos 
| aſſemblies. Bites Trae e 111 


7 3 
* 1 
1 
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Mrs. Oliver, who was very ten- 
der of the happineſs of her new 
acquaintance, did not fail to pay 
them a ſecond viſit in a few days. 
They were happy in the ſight of 


their benefactreſs, for ſuch they 


looked on her to be. She en- 


quired into their ſeveral little 


wants, and after the deficiency of 
Mrs. Williams's money, due from 
her brother, all of which ſhe diſ- 


charged. i 52 if 


Upon their enquiring after Mr. 
Montague, ſhe told them ſhe had 


ſeen him, but not at her own 
E232 - home, 
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Home, for though Mr. Oliver was 


an extraordinary tender and po- 
| lite huſband to her, he was ra- 


ther fond of money; and except 


what was advanced for his adopt- 


ed ſon, in which he was very ge- 
nerous, in his common current 
expences he was rather faving : 
and therefore ſhe did not chooſe, 
at preſent, either to mention her 
brother, or the near relation in 
: which the young ladies ſtood to 
Is adopted Charles, left it might 
prove a diſadvantage. to him as 
his ſon; or to them, as ſhe might | 
not then have it ſo much in her 


power to do for them as ſhe 
wiſhed. 8 e 
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| As to her brother, ſhe would A 
our to allow him a quar- 
terly ſum, ſufficient to ſupport. 


him decently ; more than that 
would only be a means of in- 
dulging his paſſion for gaming, 
which was what ſhe firſt wala 


: him to na 


{After thanking! her for her 


care, and promiſing the moſt 
profound ſecrecy, Fanny expreſſ- 
ed a deſire of knowing by what 


means her brother came under ; 


4 F 7 o 


the care of Mr 8. Oliver. 
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That lady Wah gr atified fo 


laudable a curioſity, and enter 
ing into N informed her 
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of her acquaintance with Mr. 
Bemont, her requeſt of Charles 
to be conſtantly reſident with her, 
ing refulal of that requeſt, and 
the met 
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Not,“ procee ſhe, that 
I intended to. detain your brother 
more- than - two. or three months 
whilſt 1 went to Ireland, nor 
even ſo long a time without his: 
ather's knowledge; for I ſent 
im a line before I went on board 
the ſhip, though from the ac- 
count I have fince had, I have 
reaſon to think it did not reach 
imm but leſt that ſhould fail, I 
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on him, to diſpel every fear on 
his ſon's account, by informing 


him both of his fafety, and where 


he was gone, but I find; he was 
not then at home, and ſo miſſed 
1 the information. 


Ab The ſhip in W we were 
embarked, was, in a violent ſtorm, 


ſplit in pieces, and every one loſt, 
except myſelf, my child, one of 


the common ſailors, and a mer- 
chant's ſon. To the latter we 


were indebted for our lives. 


1 Mes being an excellent ſwim- 


„ bid me hold faſt by ham, 


* with the child. fixed to 


AE breaſt, I did ; then. ſupport- 
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ed by a mall plank, he bore us 
up in ſicht of a merchant ſhip, 


Which being larger and better 


dtted than ours, had weathered 


out the ſtorm, and was coming 
und us with great ſpeed. The 
youth ſwam up to the ſhip, and 
thoſe on board putting out the 


ee On lidar 67 this ſhip, whi ch 


was bound from Glaſgow to Vir- 
ginia, were ſeveral paſſengers: a- 


mongſt others Mr. Oliver, my 
preſent huſhand. The captain 


Was a very humane compaſſionate 
man; and indeed the whole thip's 


company teemed actuated: by the 
ſame - 
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fame. benevolent ſpirit with their 
— 0-00 


8 
4 } 1 
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By their tender care and 


kindneſs, aided with ſome few 


neceſſary medicines from the doc- 


tor, we were ſoon recovered of 
our fatigue, and our healths ful- 


2 


« A ſoon as 1 had 4 little 
recovered, I was ſeized with ſo 


deep a grief for the loſs of my 


brother, as brought me into a 


very weak ſtate. But time, that 

ſoftener of trouble, a little wore 
off that, and Mr. Ohver's tender 
5 care 9 me . ee inſpired 


% i 
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of the care of a tender gen 


him 


8 : his narrowly, eſcaping | 
i life, and of his being in a 
, tion IT in W 


ich he had no 
friend but myſelf, ften cauſed | | 


me to ſhed torrents of tears; and 


. mate. me determine to give en- 
Seohragement to Mr. Oliver Sad 
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18 found he 
„Was 18 4 gentleman of great we 
had large plantations in 
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As to his perſon, when 
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5 5 vou ſee him, you will allow it 


IT agreeable. without any exception,, 
and his converſation ſuch as was 


calculated to win upon the af- 


fections of one not previouſſy 
engaged. When he made that 
declaration of his regard for me, 


which I had for ſome time reaſon 


to expect, I conſidered, that as I 
was going to a ſtrange country, 
and with: an helpleſs infant, it 


would be very imprudent to re- 


ject ſuch a Pr opoſal. My Charles, 5 
I told him, was the ſon of a dear 


friend of mine, and was left en- 


tirely deſtitute; that I had adopt- 


ed him as my own ; and without 
he would do the fame; I could; | 


not conſent to the union. This: 
"BE. & + oa» 
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iP he readily agreed to, and Charles 
$ b 3 be became our own, acknowledged 5 


os by us as ſuch, and to this hour 
be is ignorant of the contrary; 
for whatever little impreſſions he 
might have had of his Tather, | 
2 hey bon \ wore © off. 

Upon our arrival at Virgi- 
nia we were married, and Charles 
then changed his name with 
mine. From that time to this 
I have lived in a tate of unin- 
terrupted happineſs ; excepting 
that ſometimes when I thought 
of my friends in England, my 
uncertainty of their fate, would 
. throw a gloom over me for a few 
2 hours, cd Charles, I doubt not 
a will 
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will inherit his father's fortune; 
he might have been advantage- 
ouſly married in Virginia, but as 


we had a ſufficiency, we were de- 
ſirous he ſhould have a wife of 


his own chorce, and I am very 


glad he has been fo happy to fix 


on one every way deſerving his 
eſteem and our regard.“ Mrs. 


Williams bowed, and they all 


thanked Mrs. Oliver for the trou- 


ble ſhe had taken in relating her 
ſhort narrative. Since I came 


to England,” continued ſhe, < I 


made enquiry after Mr. Bemont, 
and heard he had been dead I many 
years. I found my brother had 
quitted his houſe, and could get 
no intelligence whither he was re- 


moved ; 
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: moved ;. and little thought any - 
bo RE: of either. family was for near 


21 


17 informed Mrs. Oliver 


We the. village fair which was 
drawing O, and of their inten- 
tions to be there; aſking her at 


the ſame time, if ſhe thought it 
imp rudent, or if any harm might 
ariſe from it. Mrs. Oliver, who- 


was ſtill very lively, and agreeable 


to every innocent recreation, told 


them, that ſo far from it. they 
ſhould like to go, and fear pre- 
vented them, rather than they 


ſhould be diſappointed of their 


. pleaſure, ſhe would go with: them, | 
and walk to and fro during their 


ſtay, | 
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ſtay, which ſhe ſuppoſed would 
not be long, as ſhe apprehended. 
cur oſity was. their chief motive 
for going. They thanked her for 
her indulgence, and promiſed to 
be ready when ſhe came. Indeed 
they now applied to her, as to a 
parent, telling her, their brother 
muſt not think to have all ho: 
| affection... 
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When the day arrived, the two 
young ladies took much more 1 
1 pains with their ruſtic dreſſes, - if 

than if they had indeed been or- 
namenting themſelves for a ball- 3F 
room, or the moſt polite, aſſem- — 
bly. When Mrs. Oliver came, ſhe . 
_ faid, ſhe never had ſeen two ſuch 
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88 Tux FORTUNATE SIS1H:l Rs. | 
+8 pretty country laſſes in her life; 
wdaat their dreſs exceedingly be- 
came them, only ſhe feared they 
wococuld ſpoil the dance, by rob- 
bing all the reſt of the damſels of 
. their ſweet-hearts. . 5 1 
E 3 e J am ſure,” replied Fanny, 
II fhall not rob any of them; | 
3ðvu or in my own proper perſon, 1 
gaand with all the advantages of 
dress, I cannot keep one conſtant, 
therefore can have no encourage- 1 
ment, any more than deſire, to | 
mamynake new conqueſts. f 


of Sophia, continued 
„ a coronet runs ſo much in 
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chance there, unleſs ſhe can at 


laſt ſubſtitute a chaplet of flowers 
in its room.” Ah, replied So- 


phia, © indeed that is the thing 
moſt likely to be e 10 
chere. 


Ls 157 wel ſet off, and walked 
ſome time about the fair : there 
were ſeveral of the neighbouring 


gentlemen and ladies at it. As 


they ſtood at one of the ſtalls, A 
genteel youth, the picture of 


health, who was buying favours, 
turned round, and fixed his eyes 


with admiration on Fanny and 
Sophia, till they, unuſed to ſuch 
fort of treatment, bluſhed exceed- 
ingly. Faith, ladies,” ſaid he. 


in 
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in 1 the unpoliſhed ſtyle of a country 
education, you need not bluſh, 
you axe too handſome for wo- 


men, they may take the pictures 


of angels from ſuch as you.” 
This rough compliment ſerved to 
embarraſs them ten times more; 


and they defired | Mrs. Oliver to 


walk on; * Nay,” ſaid he, © don't 
be offended, ladies, I meant no 


harm.” Fanny was for going home, 
* Oh, no,“ ſaid Sophia, let Us: 


g⁰ to the Lance, however.“ 


. 7 ee turn We the 


fair, and they had drank tea, they 
went into the long barn. The 
Company were dancing when they 


entered, 


” 
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entered, and as ſoon. as that dance 
was iſhed; were drawing back 


to their ſeats, but ſome of them 


obſerving the ladies, ſtopped to 
look at them; ; when a genteel 


young woman came up, and aſked 
if they would be pleaſed to come 

forward and dance. Mrs. Oli- 
ver very kindly thanked her, ſaid, 


they could not ſtay, and hoped 
no offence would be taken, for AS. 


they had been to the fair, hearing 


the muſic they had come in. 


% Oh, no, madam,” ſaid ſhe, 


« but if you cannot ſtay, pray 
let the young women ſtay a. lit- 
tle: my father and brothers are 


here. 1 will call them.“ And 


without 
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92 THE FORTUNATE SISTERS. | 
without waiting for a reply, away 
ſhe 2 


While ſhe was gone, up came 
be ſame lad, who had accoſted 


them in the fair. Do not you 
dance, ladies?” ſdid he, rather 
more ' polite than before. Mrs. 


Oliver had juſt anſwered him in 
the ſame manner as ſhe had done 


to the young woman}, when the 
laſs came back, out of breath, 


and bringing her father, and one 
of her brothers with her. The 
former, who ſeemed to be one of 


the top of the company, bowed 


and aſked them to go further on. 
« Our Tom here,” ſaid he; © and 


Poll will take care of your daugh- 
Th ters, 


| 'THE-FORTUNATE SISTERS» 93. 
ters, and my t'other fon, Will, 
will be here ſoon.” Mrs. Oliver 
\t| thanked him, and turned to go, 
when Sophia begged to ſtay a 
little; Fanny made no objeftion, = 
and they accepted the farmer's - {A 
invitation. 


The young villager then whiſ⸗ 
pered Sophia, « If you dane, 
pray take me for a parinery no 
harm ſhall come to you.” So- 
phia ſmiled, and nodded her head; 
for ſhe thought, to addreſs him _ 
out of his own way, would be 
entirely out of the character ſhe , 
had aſſumed. Joy ſparkled in 
his eyes at this aſſurance, and © 
ſeats being brought they ſat down. 


— 


5 THE FORTUNATE SISTERS, = 
The farmer's fon, who had not 


yet ſpoken, now took a noſegay 


out of his button-hole, and pre- 


ſented it to Fanny, who curtſied 


and took it. Fleming, for ſo 


was the other youngſter called, 
immediately took three favours 
from his pocket, and preſented 
one to each. They would fain 


have excuſed themſelves from ac- 
cepting of them, as the ribbands 
were very rich, and three yards 
of it to each favour. He inſiſt- 


ed on their taking them, ſaying 


they were but trifles, and he had, 


at preſent, nothing better to of- 
fer. When he gave Sophia her's, 
he preſſed her hand between his, 
ung BY the * gh he gave, ſhe 


gueſſed 


{ 
F 
1 


2 * 


THE FORTUNATE SISTERS. 9g 
gueſſed his meaning, but drew 
back her hand, and ſmiled. 


After a refreſhment of cakes 
and ale, during which time mirth 
and - happineſs ſeemed to reign 
through the whole company, 
they went to dancing again. 
When that dance was done, 
young Thomas, the farmer's fon, 
preſſed Fanny to dance, which 
ſhe poſitively refuſed; when 


Fleming who had never forſaken 


Sophia, put his arm round her 
waiſt, and ſaid, © Do not take 
example from your ſiſter, but 
let us lead down the next dance.” 
Sophia whiſpered Mrs. Oliver to 


conſent, 


e her opinion; ſhe gave her 
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96 THE FORTUNATE SISTERS, | 
conſent, and Fanny made no ob- 
jection ; for ſo great was the af- 
fection of theſe ſiſters, that each 
conſulted the other on the moſt 
trifling affairs, and one opinion 
ſeemed to rule both. Fleming 
then led Sophia up, the muſic 
began, and they went down with 
the dance to the ſurprize of the 
aſtoniſhed company ; and not 
much leſs to Sophia, who found 
her partner was poſſeſſed of every 
graceful movement. When they 
came to the bottom, according to 
the country faſhion of ſaluting 
his partner, he bowed, and tak- 
ing her hand, he led her aſide; 
then ſnatching her to his breaſt, 
and tenderly ſaluting her, © Love- 


THE FORTUNATE SISTERS» 97; 
15 maid, ” ſaid he, <« tell me where! 


we ſhall meet again. If 
have a heart at your diſpoſal, , 
and will exchange with me, we- 

will ſpend our nights in pleaſure, 

and our days in eaſe. There is a Y 
little farm to be diſpoſed of, which 7 
with a larger track of land I have I 


— 


already in poſſeſſion, will decent - f 
ly ſupport us; and we will never 


——̃— D. 


diſagree, without it is which ſhall. 9 


love the other moſt. nid. 40% 3 


* k bo _ 5 . 


PORT ere 
This open and * offer of 

: the ſwain quite diſconcerted So- | 

phia; however ſhe had reſolved, 


4 , 
, 
3 


* 
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at firſt ſetting out, to take all in 
good part; therefore, ſuppoſing - | 


it the country faſhion of making 


for him, and would con 
his 8 with any one he 


Then kiſſi ing | 
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Had any of Sophia's equals at- 


that- freedom, ſhe would have 
_ awed them with a frown; 3 but 
here all was fair. 80, promaſing 
to meet in the cloſe behind that 
barn on the following evening, 
they returned to the company. 
They found Mrs. Oliver and Fan- 
ny regaling themſelves with cakes 
and ale, accompanied by Polly, — 
her father, and her two brothers. 
All reſtraint being worn off, 9 
young Fleming took his ſeat by f 
the ſide of his nymph, and being 


invited to partake of their fare, 4 
they readily. agreed ; and ſurely, = I 
there never were a happier pair | . 
than Sophia and Cymo - 
ES Afﬀter 4 
. 


W THE: FORTUNATE SISTERS, 54 
After about an hour's' ſocial - 
CE dion Mrs. Oliver, F anny 
and Sophia, 'aroſe to go home. 
They were much preſſed to ſtay 
longer, but begging to be excuſed, 
their entertainers inſiſted upon 
going with them part of the way, 
at leaſt. Paſſing again through 
the fair, Mrs. Oliver, F anny and 
Sophia, each ofathem bought a very 
handſome faſting, and preſented 
them to Polly. They were ſo far 
above her epectetions, that ſhe 
was quite in raptures with t dem, 
and Her father was almoſt endleſs 
in his acknowledgments of the 
fayour ſhewn to his poor girl, as 
he called her. Fleming told So- 
— he e thought he was unkind 


to 


9 
- 


THE. FORTUNATE SISTERS, | 7-1 
to forget him; ſo the next ſtall | 
they came to, ſhe bought him a 


very handſome ſilk handkerchief, 
which, ſhe told him, would keep 


him from the cold; . would 
fain have made her a return; but 


-the had before acquainted him, 
that ſhe would not accept of any. 


thing more, if he purchaſed the 


whole fair. Then renewing their 
promiſes | ob meeting again, and 


taking freſn leave, they joined the 


reſt of the company, till they all 
ſeparated. When they got home, 
they aſked Sophia how ſhe liked 
the fair, and the dancing? I like 


it much, for once, ſaid ſne, but I 


would not go again. Mrs. Oliver 


and Fanny were both of the ſame 


F 3 opinion, 
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opinion, and they obſerved to her 
_ well her partner danced ; but 

as Sophia pretended not to have 

noticed it, the ſubject was drop- 


That night Mrs. Oliver was 


| 8 obliged to {tay With them 3 and 
when Fanny and Sophia retired 


to reſt, the latter informed her 


ſiſter of all that had paſſed be- 


tween Cymon and herſelf. Well, 
ſaid Fanny, and will you meet 
him?“ Ves, if you have no 
material objection, I will,” re- 
plied Sophia. Fanny then cau- 
' tioned her how'ſhe engaged her- 
ſelf or her affections, without 
farther knowledge of Cymon ; as 

ER. ſhe 
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me dared to ſay, ſhe could never 
condeſcẽnd to be a farmer's wife... 
I do not know that, ſaid So 


Phia, I could wiſh he was a 


_ gentleman ;- but he may improve 


of the aukward country expreſſi-- 


ons, and then he would do very 


well. You know, ſiſter, ehr 


tinued ſhe, © we have. loft. out 
fortunes, and what: gentlemen: 


would marry us; for let them 
love us as they will, they all love: 
money too.“ Fanny was ſenſible 


the remark. was very true, yet 


could. not be eaſy that her fiſter- 
ſhould. give her company. on ſuch. 
a footing, without advice, as the 


had done. 


F4 Mrs. 


14 THE FORTUNATE SISTERS. 
Mrs. Oliver took leave the next 
| Pin and in the evening Sophia 
kept her appointment. Voung 
Fleming vas true to his time; and 
after trying whether a pleaſant 
meadow, ſoft muſic, and lively con- 
verſation had any charms for So- 
Phia, he would fain have attended 
Her home. This ſhe abſolutely 
forbid, and left him, after pro- 
miſing td conſult her friends, and 
| +0 meet him __ 


5 5 | hens to her ſiſter, 
Sophia again told her all that had 
paſſed. At laſt, * what ſhall 1 
46," ſaid ſhe; „ he will take the 
farm immediately, —I really like 
bim too well to refuſe him.—I 
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_ think had he Sir Thomas 8 for- 


tune, I ſhould be but too happy; 


but Cymon without a fortune, 


is far before Sir Thomas with one, 
for the reaſons I have before 
given.” Fanny, who was too 
ſenſible by her own experience, of 
Sophia's ſituation, did not object, 


but ſaid, ſhe had better wait her 


brother's arrival,, as he was ſo 
ſoon expected; and ſhe did not 
doubt, but he would be agrecable * 
to any thing that he would con- 
tribute to her happineſs. Sophia 


agreed to that, and ſaid ſhe would 


tell young Fleming ſo. 


The lovers continu ed frequently 


to meet, but Sophia always in the 


F . 5 | ſame. 
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ſame character in which ſhe at 
1 firſt appeared; till, at laſt, ſhe be- 
44 5 1 came quite reconciled to the change, 
17 and every day more earneſt in her 
withes for her brother's arrival. 
When preſſed by Cymon for leave 
to ſee her home, ſhe ſtrongly for- 
bade him, till the conſent of her on- 
Iy friend ſhould be had; at the ſame 
time declaring, ſhe had no expecta- 
tion from him. He replied, that 
he had ſufficient for their ſupport, 
but as he had nothing more to ſet- 
tle on her than his affections, ſhe 
Eu | had better let him take the farm, 
w_ publiſh the banns, and be mar- 
1 lied at once. That if ſhe wanted 
to purchaſe any thing, he would 
give her what h ſhe thought 
neceſſary, 


| THE FORTUNATE SISTERS... 10% 
a neceſſary 5 O that ſhe need not 
wait the arrival of her friend upon 
that account. She thanked him 
for his offer, but told him ſhe 
wanted for nothing at preſent. 
As they never met without his 
giving her ribbands, fans, gloves, 
and ſuch like country preſents, 
which cauſed much diverfion to 
Fanny and her; yet the open, } 
frank, and generous diſpoſition that 
accompanies theſe gifts, would So- 
phia ſay, renders them of more 
worth than the moſt coſtly jewels 
from gentlemen who ſpeak by rote 
the ſame round of e to 
every cage 92 meet. 
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+ The, ſerenity of the weather, | 
the warbling of the birds, and 
he bleating of the ſheep, induced 
Mrs. Williams to accompany them 
one evening to a ſeat on a bank 
N the other fide of the meadow. 
orb How delightful,” ſaid Sophia, 
© is this ſituation ! Well, I ſhall 
38 like to live in a farm- 
Ne I fear, my dear, ſaid 
Fanny, you would ſoon be tired 
of it: you would want to turn 
the dairy into a ſervants hall:; 
other parts into a kitchen, &c. 
the bed - rooms into drawing- 
rooms; to take the horſes from the 
plow to put into your carriages, 
and the produce of the farm to en- 
tertain your company: and when 
all 


4 
N 


© 
. 
* * 
* LY 
** xk 
* 22 _ 
* \ = . 
4 5 
— 4% 
af ds d 
. : 3-25 
; 5 * | # It : * ; 
#356088 1 Sp” 8 1 
0 3 * 1 X N es wt Re f 3 — : 
* : 3 gt 3 Bos © Is V ge: 2 
gi . 0 „ 4 1 * 4 * ; > ee — * 
% n 8 5 my 2 + . 
4 * Fa © ; 4 5 * * * 
a . 8 $ * Is * — ie 
8 ew 7 1 * Bos . > ; . yy 8 
* EI af 1 * FO EAT CNY 2 — N 


} 


THE FORTUNATE SISTERS, 


rog 


all 1 has been thus metamorphoſed, 
unleſs you can change the opinion 
of the maſter, conſtant unhappi- 


neſs muſt attend you both.” 


©, How ftrange you talk,” re- 


plied Sophia, Do you think ſo- 
ciety can be enjoyed by none but 


_ you? Is there not another Villars 
in merit to be found? Or did he, 


when he left England, carry every 


virtue with him? No, my dear, 


i the want of truth, he wanted 
every other valuable qualification; 
and I could wiſh you to forget 


him, or if you cannot do that, 
to think of him as he is not 


worth your love. 


Fanny 
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_ : " THE FORTUNATE SISTERS. . 
F ann ſat Want all this while, 
phia ſtopped, a flood 
. tears relieved 800 almoſt broken 
Hart, and ſhe, ſobbing; cried, 
aki Sophia, I too plainly - 
perceive that happineſs is not for 


me; my brother's arrival will give 
me pleaſure, but it cannot make 


me happy. You, and all around 


me have pleaſures yet in ſtore, 
but do not think. I envy your 


approaching joy: no, but your 
reflecting on Horatio, on me, and 
paſt occurrences, that gives me 
pain; indeed it is too much from 

you,” Sophia little imagined 
what ſhe was ſaying would ſo 


cloſely touch her ſiſter, and did 


all in her power to ſoothe her 
drooping 
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drooping ſpirits, but in vain. 
Fanny had ſo long ſuppreſſed her 
forrow, it now came like a tor- 
rent on her, and from tears e 
the found relief. 


Mrs. Williams begged of her 
not to ſuffer herſelf to be over- 
whelmed with the thoughts of 
one, whom ſhe had ſo little pro- 
bability of ever being happy with. 
« Men ſettle for themſelves in 
life, faid the, and how very 
ſeldom do they keep, or rather, 
How very frequently do they break 
their vows, however binding ! 
And your's, my dear,” continued 
ſhe, © were made at an age, when 
| moſt would have forgotten them; 
| neither 


7 12 THE FORTUNATE, SISTERS. | 
\- * neither indeed were they, binding, - 


1 as neither of you were at your 
5 - own diſpoſal: therefore think no 
: 5 more about him, but endeavour 
do be happy.“ The more they 
maid, the more unhappy Fanny 
© ſeemed to be, till at length ſhe 
3 begged them to be ſilent, ſaying, 


* 


k - 


She ſhould not long trouble them, 
44S or think of him. 


While they w were talking,a chaiſe 
52] and four with two poſtillions, 
and two footmen on horſeback, 
drove ſwiftly along the road, of 
208 which they had a full view. 

Look, look,” ſaid Sophia, 1 
the gay appearance here comes 
ſome nobleman; let us go and 
5 r. 
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fee if it is us he is coming to.“ 


Your mirth and your HY 


come equally unſeaſonably,” r 
| plied Fanny; © yet I am glad t to 
find you have not quite forgot 


the charms of figure.“ Sophia 
was ſilent. Preſently the maid 


came running and whiſpered Mrs. 
Williams, who inſtantly arofe. 
% Ladies, ſaid ſhe, «Iam ſent 
for in haſte; and had not you 


better come home, than ſtay here 


| alone? J They anſwered, they « 
| would follow, which accordingly =. _._ 
they did, though but ſlowly. 21 
As they went, they enquired of 


the ſervant the cauſe of Mrs. 


5 Williams s haſte; who anſwered, 
she did not know; but that one 
a 1 > e 5 in | : 
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ns the neighbourhood had ſent 
0 They went * ſat 
garden, and preſentl 

hams came 


" 


ce 1 don't know but L my: 
. be your beſt phyſician 


1 2 4: and: 
nid balm to heal thoſe wounds 
pio near your heart,” * Nothin 
nothing, madam,” replied Fanny, 
„ can ever efface from my me- 
Pp mory the cauſe: if indeed you 


indeed it may be e : but. 


and that, I dare to ſay, 
you: 
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you would not 79 the willing 4 
meſſenger of. Oh, no, my 
dear, ſaid ſhe, * « 1 love you too 
well, willingly to loſe you: but 
come in, I want to ſpeak to you.” 


Cannot we talk here,” ſaid 


Fanny, it is cool and pleaſant?” 
Well, be it ſo,” replied Mrs. Wil- 
* liams; and now, my dear, who 
of all the world would you'wiſh. | 
to hear from?” From one,“ 
replied. * * 1 never; never 


ſhall.” A gentleman,” ſaid 
Mrs. Williams, * 1s juſt arrived 


Don't be over-joyed,” (ſeeing 
her countenance change) and 
has brought word that Mr. Vil- 

lars is alive, is well, and ſingle. 
— Oh! could I ſee. the meſſen- 


ger | * 
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der“ exclaimed Fanny. When 
and where did you hear it?“ 


Juſt now,” replied Mrs. Wil. 
ams. Oh, do let me fee him, 
laid ſhe, < 1 am ſure then he ſtill 
is mine.“ 80 ſaying, up ſhe 
ſtarted, while Sophia, looking 
down a long walk which nearly 
faced them, ſaw a gentleman ap- 


pProaching, and faid,, © Who is 


coming here?” Fanny, caſting 
her eyes down the walk, imime- 
diately threw away a book ſhe had 
juſt been reading, and flew, if 
ever wings were lent to mortals, 
down to meet him, while Sophia 
and Mrs. Williams ſtood aſtoniſn- 
ed. She was met with equal 
ſpeed, and each in open arms 
BY | __ = © dlaſping. 
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daſping the other, m me f 


* funk ener. 


5 N 


Mrs. Williams N Sophia f for 


His time endeavoured to ſeparate . 
| them, but in vain; till a little 


recovering, as if one breath and 


one life animated both bodies, they 0 
looked ſtedfaſtly at each other; 


and as ſoon as they could ſpeak, 
« Oh, my Fanny!” Oh, my 
Horatio!“ was all they could ſay. 
Tears now of joy, relieved his 


Fanny, and ſhe wept till ſhe 
could weep no more. He kiſſed- 
the tears from her cheeks, and = 


begged her to compoſe herſelf, 


for till he could call her his, on 


never would leave her more. 


They 
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They all then went into the 
- houſe, and after an apology to 


Mrs. Williams and Sophia for his 


abrupt behaviour, Mr. Villars re- 


ſpectfully faluted them both; and 
wen: fiteng down by Fanny 


moment wall be an age to me, 


{end for a ſpecial licence, there is 
a clergyman, no doubt, in this 


_ neighbourhood, and this night 
we will be married.” Fanny 
pauſed. I think,” ſaid ſhe, 
bluſhing, as your preſence only 


was what I wiſhed for, we 


better ſtay a little. The hurry 


and . ny has fo overcome 


* «© Well,” faid he, in- 


Wupting 
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terrupting her, © we will pur 90 


- \ s ” * 
80 * 
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ment longer; to- night you ſhall 
govern, 'to-morrow muſt be Fe 
2 . „„ 4 


The cloth being laid for ſup- 
per, © I cannot tell what you will | 
do with ſuch an interloper to- £2. 
night, madam,” ſaid he to Mrs. RT 14 
Williams. Oh, ſir,” returned þ f 
ſhe, © you ſhall fleep in my bed; 2 
| the ladies and I can ſleep toge- | | 
| ther.” © Oh, no,” ſaid he, Miſs 
| Bemont and I will fit up, we can 14 
reſt to-morrow night together | I 
without any inconvenience to 

you.” —But ſhe infiſted it ſhould: 3 ö 
be as ſhe had propoſed. A piece gf 
by „ . 
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cold meat and a fallad being all 


the proviſion OY had, was. ſpon 
£34 en the rait o ee 3119; 1 


4 94 * 


Ne. Villars being: leave to 


ſtep out for a few minutes, to 
give ſome neceſſary directions, So- 


phia, ho had not had an opportu- 


nity to ſpeak one word, then con- 


gratulated her ſiſter on her unex- 
pected good fortune. Vet ſhe 
could ſcarcely talk of any thing 
elſe but his elegant addreſs, his 
charming eyes, his lovely hair, his 


handſome teeth, his delightful- 


ſmile. | by But what will you do,” o 


ſaid ſhe at laſt, © about your for- 


tune? Nothing at all, ſaid 


Fanny, « it has never given me a 


et 8 
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moment s thought I am ſure. ar 
- has not him; not but 1 will tell 
him of our misfortune before we 
are united. . 
1 1 40 prop r 
In les than half an n.bayr. Mr. 
Villars returned. As ſoon as he: 
came in, he ſaid, he had taken the 
| liberty. to order the ſupper. pro- 
vided for him where he put, up, 
to be brought there, as he thought 
they would not go to the inn; 
and at thoſe houſes, ſaid he, they 
: always expect that ſomething | 
ſhould be ordered. A ſervant, 
in the ſame livery they. had geen 
paſs along, came in, followed by 
a walter; and the table was. ſoon 
covered with an elegant refreth- 
np. G ment, 
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ment, arid wines of every fort; 
and pleaſure, mirth and lively 
ke filled up the paſſing ti time. 


\ 


When the ſervant had removed 
the things, and they were quite 
alone, Well, my dear young 
lady, faid he to Sophia, © has 
no one happy man, got poſſeſſion 
of” your heart? or, are you ſo 
vitorious as to ſlay all before 
you, and ſaſtain no loſs yourſelf ?” 
Sophia; bluſhing, replied; '* In- 
deed, fir, we have both ſuſtained 
too great a loſs, for any one to 
think it worth their while to caſt 
one glance this way, unleſs it be 
For curioſity ; though, had I my 
ſifter' s merit, I ſhould not fear a 
bis — conqueſt 
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conqueſt worth acceptance.” — 

F anny bowed. ,* My lovely gi,” 

ſaid Mr. Villars, < your merit is 
ſufficient to conquer and to keep 
any who know your worth. As 
to your loſs, it is trifling; I heard 
of it before I came; and before 
vou ſhould have one moment's 
pain for that, I will replace it all 
again, if my Fanny will give con- 
ſent, for J have now nothing of 
my own.” * You are too oblig- 
ing, fir,” ſaid Fanny, © is it not 
enough to accept one ſiſter, with- 
out taking any trouble about the 
other?” Accept, do you call 
„ madam, ſaid. he, « 3k Miſs 
Bemont accepts of me, FI ſhall - 
think all the months and years 
| G 2 » 
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of” abſence T have' endur ed, richly 
overpaid:” - „We will not diſpute 
ker'worth,” replied Sophia, t oft; 
| jealous of each other, we ſhould 


diſagree; and if T ſhould ſend you 


a challenge, you muſt certainly 
accept it, and then inſtead of a 
comedy, JA know, it might prove | 
tragical.“ They laughed at her 
pleafant turn, and propoſed to go 


to reſt, and ſettle fortunes ano- 


ther day. eee 
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Althou ch tie ni nicht was 2 

ſpent before they broke up, it did 
not prevent. their riſing early the 
next morning, when Mr. Villars 


met his Fanny in the garden 


blocking: as . native inhabi⸗ 
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tants of the place. After the morn- 


ing falutation, he preſſed Fanny's 


conſent to be married that day, 
urging that delay was quite un- 


neceſſary. She ſaid, ſhe ſhould 
chooſe to go to church; ' ſhe 
thought it a ceremony ſo ſolemn, 


it required a ſacred place for the 
| performance. And the next day 


but one being Thurſday, a fa- 
vourite day of her's, ſhe ſhould be 


glad if he would fo far indulge 


her: Beſides; ſhe had a friend or 
two whom ſhe wiſhed to be pre- 


ſent, and ſome little preparation 


to male; and could they be ac- 
compliſhed, it would be more 


agreeable to her. With reluct- 
ance he complied; but finding 


8 3 ſhe 
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ſhe was ſo deſirous of this Hittle 
: delay, he could not well ' refuſe. 


e material point being "ſettle 
* returned to the . 


At breakfaſt Fanüy told Mrs. 
Williams her deſign, who high- 
1y commended her "Prudence. 
„ And ſuppoſe,” ſaid the Hatter, 
* you were to prepare to day 
what you want for the occaſions * 
I ſhall make no preparation,” 
anſwered Fanny, What I have 
T ſhall wear. My fiſter ſhall go 
to London, and have what- 
ever ſhe may chooſe, it can be in- 
ſtantly made up. Sophia thank 
ed her ſiſter, and told her tte 
ſhould not have wanted any new 

dreſs, 


4 
f 
20) 
Bos ns 
L. 
2 2 
2 
BY 
= 
-. 
"I 
Ky 
& » * 
8 
85 
In 
3 
"55 
1 
2 
OY 
= 
WV . 
4 
* 
* 1 
3 
x N 
730 
* 
2 
5 # 
* 
8 
WS 
E 1 
42. 
5 4 
3H 
PS. 
bt 
: 
= 
"05 
PI 
89 
38 
bc 
bY. 
Fa 
8 
N 
* 
N 
1 
1 
> 
W 
6? 
% = 
LE 
' 
42 
Shut. > 
555 
D 
** 
N : 
932 
82 
oY 
-J=2 
* 
. 
3 
+ 
\# 
"IV 
1 
9 
Py 
2 
1 
1 
79 i 
4 "8 
— 
3 
S 
1 1 
T4” 
Wy 
N 
N 
8 
8 
N 
"25 
. 
* 
1 
7 
$2 
- 
* > 
be — 
10 
13 
8 
1 
1 
_ 
- 
by - 
Ws 
n 
1 
+8 
. 
be * 
8 
Wi, 
3 
1 
n 
* 
92 
KN 
923 
2X 
+ = 
7 c 
« 
$8 
00 
* 
3 
2 
hh 
£0 
1 
I 
3 
1 
20 
es 
3 
2 
18 
FP 
* 
=, 
9 
"0 
x 
14 
* 
5 
A 
1 
"= 
J A 
= 
5 
* 
* 
0 
bl 
2 
3 
_ 
SY 
4 
"2 
£8 
BY 
ä 
88 
2 
55 
*. 
7 
3 
7 
* 
5 
2 
7 
4 


THE. FORTUNATE-$5STERS. #27 
dreſs, but from the reſpect ſha 
wiſhed to fhew her on fo joyful 
an occaſion.” . * Well,” faid Mr. 
Villars, I have a poſt-chaiſe, at 
your ſervice, ladies, and I will 
attend you on horſeback.” This 

being agreed, the carriage was or- 
dered, and they ſet out immedi- 
ately after breakfaſt; Mr. Villars : 
firſt giving Fanny his purſe, and 
deſiring that what more ſhe want- 
ed, - agate for. idr 
f As they were going along, 
Little did 1 think,” ſaid Sophia, 
that this elegant chaiſe would 
convey me to London, when it 
paſſed along yeſterday.” Nor 
I,” faid Fanny; and indeed of fo 
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128 THE FORTUNATE SISTERS. | 
little conſequence 3 is it to me, that 


1 have never yet enquired by what 


+; means he has become poſſeſſed of 


2 ö 
Si... Y 
"Sx 4 


of your affairs a little; do you 
ke him ſtill, or are you ehanged 
again?“ To be frank with you, 


fiſter,” replied Sophia, I'wiſhT 


did not like him ſo well; for I 


think I never ſhall be tappy witle 
Yet I could with that 


any other. 


his ſphere of life had been caſt 


rather higher; not that I think 
the worſe of him for that, but. 


* You think. ,” interrupted Fanny, 
your acquaintance will, but 
never mind that; I am ſure, did 

315771 your 
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De re we A ans eras a 


rt preſent riches.— But pray tell 
BE me; how do you intend to proceed 
With Cymon ? It i is time'to think 
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 yqurdove carry You half the length. 


that mine did, you would leap 


over all thoſe trifle, and accept of 
him at once. 

ther my 33 —<© Oh-yes;"; 
ſaid Fanny: Had my Villars 


came back without: a; ſhillingy) 
I had given him the|ſame reeepti-i 


on; for riches will not purchaſe 


love or happineſs. A biqwn cruſt 


and water with him I love, would 
to me, be much preferable to all 
the wealth of the Indies, with one: 
who was indifferent to me. As 
to my brother, I reſpect and value; 


him Jam ſure we! arc, bound to 


him by a double ty zias When 
only engaged by friendſhip, he 


was ever ready to make us happy, 
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What! whe-/ 
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my 


e deceived. Sophia thou ght ! 
e ſuch as ſhe ſhould be 


ſhe. would take no ſteꝑ without 


her approbation; yet ſhe thought 
be happy if ſhe had 
conſent. Well,“ repli 


to your wiſhes; 
but tilt then you may continue 
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CT never! ee under falſe an- 


3 I EMH 2BVg 

Wu this time hips tried in 
town, and having purchaſed every 
thing they wanted, they called on 
Mrs. Olwer, who was dverjoyet} 
to ſee them. Mr. Oliver was at 
home, and received them very po- 
litely ; they had never ſeen him 
before, but he even exceeded M r . 
Oliver's account of him. Mr: 
Villars was gone about ſome other 
bufineſs, and was to meet then 
at Mr. Semour's, in their way 


home. Mrs. Oliver congratulated, 


F _ on. they! e wa rs 


tation, N ſhe hind © ould 
ig; G6 continue · 
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continue. Fanny ſmiled, and 
= 3 bluſhing replied, the compliment 
was unmerited, for ſhe feared, 
"© © with all her fortitude; ſheſhould 
iN have [fink under the malady, 
had not the remedy been found 
hat only ſuited her complaint. 
What, faid Mrs. Oliver, have 
you then heard from the young 
"gentleman ?” Yes, madam,” eager- 
ty replied the lively Sophia, © and” 
3 2 Me has ſeen him too; and we have 
EF,  cGalled*this morning to: aſk your 
| preſence on Thurſday next, at the 
wedding. We ſhall have no other: 


my but you, Mr. Oliver, 
and our oven family. Mr. Oliver 
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joined his lady in congratulating 


. anny on the Joyful occurrence, 
N s 3 1} applanding 
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applauding the conſtancy of both, 


and then 5 to attend 


n 


— . Os, 2 ** 
VIS 3599 


ql Mr. and Mrs. Oliver had "AN 
donated: a wiſh of knowing: when 


and how Mr. Villars and F any 


firſt met, the latter gave them an 
account of the beginning and pro- 
greſs of their paſſion for each 
other, which they could not Hear 
without a ſilent tear of joy, at the 
affecting ſcenes, and happy con- 
cluſion. When ſhe had fiſhed, 


Mr. Oliver. enquired who was to 
ſtand as father at the wedding ? 


Sophia ſmilingly replied, She be- 
lieved the clerk, as no other was 
provided. Mr. Oliver then offered 
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his ſervice in that light, which 
Fanny thankfully ance pang: bis 


301 


They then reſpectfu Ily took 
their leave; as having many things 


called on Mrs. Semour, whom they 


had not ſeen ſince the difference 


between Mrs. Montague and Fan- 


ny. As it was in her houſe Fan- 
ny firſt faw Mr. Villars, ſhe: had 
always retained a great friendſhips 
for that family. She was there 
told; that Mr. Montague had not 


failed to clear up every ſeeming. 


difregard in Fanny by her abſence, 
and had alſo fo. fully condemned 
himſelf and exeuſed her, that Mrs. 


1 herſelf as ſo 


515 > much 
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much che aggreffor, as to declare 


ſhe was aſhamed, although ſhe 
wiſhed to ſee her. Fanny left a 
meſſage calculated to diſpel every 
ae of that ſort in Mrs. Men- 


a a> org 4 of An 
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5 nad left the earriage at 
foe. little diftance from Mr. Se- 
mour 's, as they did not defign to- 
take any notice of Mr. Villars's 
arrwal there, being certain, if he 
ſhould eome in, unthought of, 
they would not know Him; which 
accordingly was the caſe, when he. 
called juſt as they were taking leave. 
They then returned to Mrs. Wil- 
hams's, where F anny gave an ac- 
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en; W ich was very; 
agrerable to. Mr. Villars. 
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That afternoon was, in great 
party taken up by a rexital of all 
Fanny's and Sophia's,, adventures. 
fince Mr. Villars's departure ; 
which, raiſed the various emotions. 
of joy and grief alternately to 
him, as their! ſtory varied. At. 
the concluſion » of - it he Folds 4. 
Fanny in his arms. „our un- 
exampled pattern, ſaid he, 

ence, love and virtue, 
be rewarded with my fortune, J. 
nay life itſelf, if requiſite; 
all will be too 
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The next 829 Fe anny 4 


This day, you know, ſir, is 
to be mine.” Ves, replied 
Villars, and to-morrow, the 
next, and every day you: riſe.” 
« Well,” replied ſhe, © but this 
I am to manage; and I ſhould 


like to have as many chaplets of 
flowers, gloves and favours pro- 


vided, 'as. would fupply all the 
young women in the village that 
would accept of them; alſo gloves 


and favours for the young men; 


and cakes and ale for the old folks; 
to be given to-morrow, at the inn - 
wanna your ſervants. put up.” 


$6 It 


THE FORTUNATE SISTERS. 135 


one moment of that pain 1 have 
| been the female: of.” | 


138 THE FORTUNATE SISTERS.” 
At ſhall be done, ſaid he, and 

T will add ſome beef, both boiled 

and roaſted, to make it true Eng- 
lich cheer.” —A ſervant was accord- 

ingly diſpatched with the my 
orders to Provide them. 


40 the afternoon, Fanny called 
upon Mr. Villars for an acconnt 
of the ſeveral changes he had 
paſſed through during his abſence; 
© for, ſaid ſhe, © there muſt 
fomething very ſingular have hap- 
pened after I heard from you, 
bring about your affairs in fo proſ- 
perous a way, and in fo ſhort a 
time.” As there is nothing 
either very pleaſant or entertain- 
8 replied he, © in the recital, 
1 ſhall 
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1 ſhall endeavour to relate them 
in as few words as poffible; as 
= by my behaviour at the time we 
8 failed, and by my conduct ſince, 
you may know What I ſuffered 1 in 
rue 
We were ſtationed at Anti 
gua, from whence I wrote to you. 
A planter of conſiderable fortune 
who reſided there, and "whoſe 
nephew was my chief companion, 
WM was pleaſed to entertain a high 
opinion of me, and I was fre- 
quently admitted to his table. 
He had an only daughter, whom 
he was fond of to exceſs. Through 
| the frequency of my being there, 
and the old gentleman' s partiality 
for 
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* me, it was ſoon | whiſpered 
about that 1 was. his intended ſon- 
in-law: 1 5 reached his ear, but 
not to his ſatisfaction; for though 
he was; fond of his daughter, he 
was not leſs ſo of his riches; and 
one of his chiefeft pleaſures was, 
in having amaſſed a greater ſum 
of,,. tranſitory wealth, than the 
reſt. of his neighbours: as upon 
that account, if his daughter was 
to be matched to her equal, he 
would ſcarcely have been iforng. | 
upon that1iſland. 10 noi 
Mam ei of bs it 1 bn FM 
he One day as LWas ſitting with 
| him after dinner, Horatio, ſaid 
8 he, how do you like our ifland ? 
Yor: at cr Un. Ars! replied mY for I 
have 


0 
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have ſcarcely enjoyed one day's 
= health ſince I came on: ſhore! 
What then, ſaid he, would you 
wiſh/to leave us? No, ſir, not 
you, ſaid I, I would not wiſh to 
leave you ; but that is all the in- 
ducement I. have to ſtay. What, 
ſaid he again, have yo no fa- 
vourite laſs on all our iſland; is 
there no one of ſufficient beauty 
among us to induce your ſtay? 
No, fir, © ſaid I," excepting / your 
daughter, 'I -have converſed with 
very few. My daughter, replied 
he, has diſobliged me; ſhe has 
rejected the offers of a gentleman, 
who is her equal both' im birth * 
and fortune; and to tell you the 
truth Plainly, I am informed be” 
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142 THE FORTUNATE SISTERS; - 
is-- through | your advice. Tam 
ſorry, fir, replied I, that any one 
ſhould: ſo wrong me; but I-will 
endeayour to ſatisfy your doubts. 


1 then informed him of my en- 
gagements and unalterable love 


to you. When I had done, he 
took me in his arm 8, and tenderly 
careſſed me for my open generous 
declaration; ſaying, he feared his 
daughter would ſuffer by my ab- 
ſence; elſe if I wiſhed. to give up 
my ſtation there, he could aſſiſt 
me in it, and would reward my 
unexampled conduct. I thanked | 


him for his offer, in a manner that 


gen the Trae Thad of His fan ; 
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% As he had invited me to 
come again the next day, I ac- 
cordingly went. As ſoon as we 
were ſeated, Horatio, ſaid he, iny 
girl is certainly in love, and you 
are the deſerving object of her 
regard. I would rather ſhe would 
have accepted the offer I mention- 
ed to you, butſhe will not. Vour 
candid behaviour has won my 
ſoul as well as her; and if you 
think your love will not, at home, 
meet with the reward it merits, 
I will conſent to your marriage. 
I freely told him No, not for 
all the riches of Antigua would 
I give un my Fanny. He again 
careſſed me; and ſaid, it mattered 
not then how ſoon I went ; and 

"74 that 
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chat by application to the 'admi- 


WI might either exchange my 


ftation; or return to England. 
J rejoĩced at my good fortune, 
and by his aſſiſtance ſoon receiv- 
ed a permiſſion to return. It 
was from this circumſtance,” I 
have reaion to believe, the report 
of hy RM aroſe. 5 
GY There: bing at t that time no 
ſhipping there bound to England, 
by his advice I took my paſſage 
in a Guinea ſhip going to Vir- 
ginia, which then lay there. At 
parting he preſented me with 
a bill of the value of 1001, 
ſterling, and this watch, and 
onde me promiſe to let him hear 
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from me when I reached Enggg- f 
land. He had ſent his daughter 

' from home before we parted. We 

had a quick and very pleaſant 

paſſage to Virginia, and among 

the paſſengers was a French gen- 

tleman, who was going to an 
eminent planter there, to learn 
his ſon the languages, and other 
polite accompliſhments. 


After our arrival, by this 
gentleman's defire I called on him. 
His pupil fo ftr rongly Joined him 
nv requeſting me to ſtay dinner, _ 
that it was not poſſible for me to 
refuſe. His father, a gentleman 
poſſeſſed of large plantations, 
* much pleaſed with his 

„ IX ſon's 
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ſn's new acquaintance, and, as 
while I waited for a ſhip I had 
no ſettlement, begged me to ma 
WW. that my home. This invitation 
I accepted, and muſic, tranſlat. 
ning. fencing, or ſhooting filled up 
the main of our time, and Maſter | 

E Arnold, that was his name, often 
= wiſhed 1 never would go back. 


— 


*: A. ſhip at length came in 
& bound for England, and that 
very day Maſter Arnold com- 
plüained that he was not well; 
4 imaginable help was imme- 
18 diately 1 procured, but in vain z 
a fever came on, it proved a ma- 
t one, and notwithſtand- 
ing all poſſible care, he died in 
leſs 
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leſs than a fortnight. Contrary - 
to all advice, I attended him day 
and night, as all the time he 
would take no medicines but from 
my hand. His father was like 
one diſtracted when he knew his 
danger; and begged me not, 
though at the fame time he wiſn- 
ed it, to ſtay with him; but I 
told him that I would, at the 
hazard of my life, continue my 
attendance. The night in which 
he died, he called for his father, 
and deſired him to give me all 
his things, and conjured him to 
ſhew his love to him by his ten- 
der care of me; and the old gen- 
tleman promiſed as well as he was 
: obs, to fall his deſire. | 
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,, The very next day I ſickened 
of the ſame fever. Mr. Arnold 
had no leſs care taken of me, 
than of his on ſon, yet for 
many days my life was not ex- 
pected. I at laſt got the better 
of the diſorder, and when I be- 

gan to ſit up, Mr. Arnold never 
quitted me, and we ſpent whole 
days together. After I was quite | 
recovered, he one day called me 
to him, when looking ſtedfaſtly 7 
1 upon me, tears filled his eyes. 
= Horatio, ſaid he, here are my 
F Tommy's keys, you know his 
room, and likely the contents, 
better than I do, for I have never 
been into it ſince — there he 

1 What can 1 do with 

them, 
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them, fir? ſaid I, the contents 
neither wiſh to know, nor can ac- 
cept. A ſomething to keep for 
his fake before I go, is all I,de- 
fire. He ſhook his head; preſ- 
ſed - the. we into * hand, and 
_ ror [7 <1 ih 

ain! 
1.2 Three dad after ana 
ſhip was ready to fail. I went 
into Mr. Arnold's room. Sir, 
ſaid I, there is a ſhip now ready: 
to ſail for England, had I not 
better take my paſſage in her? 
He pauſed a while No, my 


child, ſaid he,—unleſs you had 


rather go, you need not ſeek any 
other home; you have richly de- ; 
ſerved all I can do for you. Vo 


E greatly 
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—— * 4 vices, ſir, ſaid I, I could like to ſtay 
__ a time to ſee you better, but how 


do act contrary. to the admiral's 


conſent I cannot tell. Oh, leave 
at to me, fatd he. I then ſtayed 


7 


3 - 


overwhelmed with grief. 1 had 
LE» toll 

© fedts, which were coſtly and Va 
1 ee 8 ; 


. 3 * 8 : * 
oF *. a. * 


= full diſcharge, and I then be- 


eatly over-rate my little ſer- 


3 5 till he was fo well recovered as to 
RT tranſact his buſineſs and talk of 
ſon without being fo much. 


poſſeſſion of all his ſon's ef- 


= At the expiration of fix 
1 4, 5 months I wrote to you, which 
"mg letter you never had. In the mean 
time Mr. Arnold had procured 


. 1 came 
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came as natural to him as his own 
- fon. I was always with him, and 

he inſtructed me in the culture 
of his plantations, and employed 
me in his affairs, till I became 
. uſetat to him. 


2 when I 21 been with him 
a year, he gave me leave, ſeeing 
my anxiety, to come to England, 
on my promiſe to return to him; 
and every thing was ſettled for 
my voyage. But a dream, in 
which my ſafety was threatened, 
had ſuch an effect on his ſpirits, 
that I ſaw 1t was not proper to 
attempt to leave him. I then 
wrote to you by a gentleman, Who 
fince. told me, that all his endea- | 
„ vours. _ LY .4 
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WW, vours to. find you were in vain. 
At this news I was almoſt diſ- 
tracted, fearing my long ſilenee 
=. . ſhould abate your love, or cauſe 
1 you trouble; and had certainly 
then broke through all engage- 
ments to come, had not Mr. Ar- 
nold been taken eee ul. 


at The very firſt day his diſor- 

der was pronounced fatal. On 
the ſecond, as I was fitting by his 

\ bed-fide, he bid me fetch a little 
iron box; I did ſo. Open it, ſaid 
* is my will, and ſome 
other things of value, take care of 
them. _ You will find, if I die, 
they will be ſerviceable to you. 
5 ſo: Sheppard (who was his over- 
e * 
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ſeer) is a very careful honeſt man, 


and 1 dare ſay will do as, well for 
you, as he has done for me. 1 
knelt down and took his hand, 
which I bathed with my tears, for 
I could not ſpeak. He bid me 

riſe, and kiſſed me. In ſhort; not 
to detain you with ſo affecting an 
occurrence, (for the ladies could 


not hear it without ms on the 


fourth e's he Sade, 


Ec After * was ca blen 


was done with great grandeur, 
his will was produced, and, ex- 


cepting a feœC inconſiderable legas 
cies, I was left in poſſeſſion of his 
whole fortune, which is more 
than ſufficient to procure us all 
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4 the ee of life; but which 
"I ſet 


re by, only as it gives 
ity, by laying it at 
your feet, to thaw! in ſome mea- 
fure my regard for your virtues. 
After waiting on ſuch of Mr. Ar- 
nold's acquaintance as I thought 


* 


ſervants in the houſe, and with 
out delay ſet out in ſearch of that g 
heart 1 had left behind me. When | 
wy, cams on ſhore, I never ſtopped | 
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When Mr. Villars had finiſhed 
Bis narrative, of which Fanny 
had been an attentive, but not 

unagitated auditor, the ladies 
thanked him for the trouble he 
had taken; and then, as the even- 
ing was drawing on, ſeparated to 
make their reſpective Preparations: 
for the next day. 


In the morning Mr. and Mrs. 
Oliver came, dreſſed ſuitably to 
the occaſion, and that reſpect they 
wiſhed to ſhew. to the ſiſter. of 
their darling child; for Mrs. Oli- 

ver had, after Fanny left them, 
acquainted Mr. Oliver with their. 
relation and every other. circum-: 
ſtance of their ny (omitting: 
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. N analy 5 Own e to W Mr. 
Bemont) which fo far from diſ- 
pPleaſing, gave him the greateſt 
» pleaſure. Mrs. Williams and So- 
* ag met them both dreſſed, agree 
aable to their ſituation and age. 
When the breakfaſt was ready, 
3 Ir. Villars led i in the bride, bluſh- 
=. ing like Aurora; who was affec- 
tionately ſaluted by the company. 


Alfter the firſt ſalutations were 
; over, Mr. Villars went-up to. Mr. 
Oliver, and offering his hand, 
E © faid, How happy am I that Mr. 
and Mrs. Oliver ſhould be the 
friends of my Fanny l. Do not you 
= remember Mr. Arnold?“ - They 
verre firuck with ſurprize. I 


- 
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had cauſe to know his eldeſt 
fon,” ſaid Mrs. Oliver; 
me and my Charles in our voyage 
to Ireland.” I have heard of 
it, madam,” faid Mr. Villars; 
he was of a roving diſpoſition, 
and is ſince dead; young Thomas 
alſo 1s no more. 
you the reſt another time, as I 


fear we ſhall keep the cler gyman 
in waiting.” 


As ſoon as breakfaſt was over, 
they ſet off for church, from 
whence they returned, attended 


by the praiſes of all the little villa 


lage. Sophia was the whole time 
m a thouſand fears, leſt her young 
_ Cymon ſhould have been among 


« he ſaved. 


But I will tell 


ping ee * knew 
} buer before ſhe choſe to diſcover 
| The day and evening 
were ſpent with joy and mirth, to 
all ho thought proper to partake 
of their bounty, and with ealm 
pleaſure and true felicity to them- 
1 s. Mr. and Mrs. Oliver 
ſtayed till the next day, and then 

took leave. 215 1 


Having paſſed about a month 
in the enjoyment of each ot 


affairs abroad, and of the neceſſity 
there was of gere. 
> Mrs. Villars had received ſo d 

_. agreeable an account of Virginia 
from Mrs. Oliver, 


Mr. Villars began to think of his 


——— 
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no inclination to viſit that place 
from any motives of pleaſure; but 
as ſhe muſt either undertake the 
© voyage, or again ſuffer the abſence 
of Mr. Villars, which had alreadgg 
been ſo fatal to her peace, her love 
prompted her to agree to accom 
pany him. Vet as the ſummer 
was far advanced, ſhe deſired to 
put off the voyage till the fol- 
lowing ſpring; which Mr. Villars 
agreeing to, they determined to 
paſs: the remaining part of the 
ſummer where they then were; 
and when the winter drew on, to 
take a furniſhed houſe in London. 
to reſide in till their departure. 


Mrs, - 
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Mrs. Villars now thought of her 
engagement to her ſiſter, and as 
her happineſs was ſtrictly con- 
nected with her own, enquired of 
her, what ſhe thought lay in her 
power that might contribute to it. 
Sophia anſwered ſhe could hardly 
tell; © I am,” faid ſhe, © ſtill in 
the ſame ſituation; I cannot quite 
get the better of my lover's ſta- 
tion in life, nor can I think of 
> totallygiving him up. He is both 
agreeable and ſenſible; and I think 
1 ſhould be happy with him.” 
te Suppoſe,” ſaid Mrs. Villars, 
you had your fortune?” Why 
then,” ſaid Sophia, © I would not 
heſitate a moment, for that would 


pu it in my power to live ſeparate 
from 
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from his farm, and he need only 4 


attend it as a matter of amuſement ; 


and then I think I ſhould be very 
happy indeed.“ Well then, 


ſaid Mrs. Villars, the next time 
you ſee him, propoſe a meeting 
between him and Mr. Villars ; 
tell him Mr. Villars is your friend, 
and that you will be directed by 
him. This propoſal was very 


agreeable to Sophia, and ſhe en- 


gaged ſpeedily to wy them to- 
yon: 


E * Mr. Villars had wad hs | 


whole particulars of the ladies 
ſecret | expedition, he could not 
help giving way to a little agreeable 
raillery upon Sophia s entangle- 

* ment; 
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ment; but at the ſame time pro- 


. 


thing elſe in his power, ſhould be 
11 wanting, that could contribute to 
neſs; withal obſerving, 


her hap 


* £ * 5 


2 


fe would ill ſuit her more 


refined ideas: adding, that when 


to form a better judgment. 


3 


— 


7 ; Al 


In a ſhort time the lovers met, 

and Sophia propoſed the meeting 
between Cymon and Mr. Villars ; 
when he anſwered, He was ever 

ready to comply with every pro- 

at ſuch: long delays 
to bring him to the ſummit of 
8, made him very un- 
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163 
happy. However, the place was 
fixed on, a very decent little 
= houſe, reſorted to only by a few 
of the country villagers; and, at 
the time appointed, Mr. Villars 
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went there dreſſed genteely, but 


plain, that he might not appear 


N to be much ſuperior to his com- a 
1 Sophia and her fiſter 


panion. 
walked out into the fields to paſs 
away the time, till his return, 
which was in leſs than two hours. 
When Sophia ſaw him, ſhe was 


filled with a mixture of impa- 


tience and confufion; but he met 
them ſmiling, and leading them 
to the ſide of a little rivulet, and 
ſeating them on a riſing ground, 


[\ he took his place between them. 
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After a few ſentences ſpent 


g 3 upon the pleaſantneſs of their 


ſituation, addreſſing himſelf to 
Sophia, he ſaid, I ſhould eſ- 
teem myſelf very happy, my dear 


ſiſter, to be able to ſerve you in 
every thing in my power, but 
the ſettling the preſent affair 


ſeems to be beyond it. Your 
new conqueſt is certainly a moſt 


ſurprizing perſon, for though his 


behaviour was ſtrictly polite and 


obliging in every other reſpect, I 


could not get him to enter into 
any converfation with me either 


on his ſituation in life, his pre- 


ſent proſpects or his future inten- 


We Thy tions. He ſaid, you had a friend 
abroad, by whoſe advice you told 


him 


ao 
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him you ſhould be directed; from 
which declaration he hoped his 
= perſon was not diſagreeable, and 
every thing elſe, upon his arrival, 
he did not doubt would be ſettled - 
according to. your approbation. 
As I dechned ſaying any more 
on the ſubject, when I found that 
was the caſe, we only talked of ;. 
a few general things, and then 8: 
took leave. For my part, I think 
there is ſomething very ſingular 
in his conduct; he is certainly a 
very agreeable man, and I do not 
imagine any way deficient in un- 
derſtanding. But I believe the 
affair muſt remain as it is, till 
= Mr. Oliver's arrival... 
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Sophia thanked Mr. Villars for 
the trouble he had been at, and 
ſaid, it was very indifferent to 
, Whether ſhe ever ſaw Cymon 
again or not. That indeed might 
be the language of her lips, but 


was certainly very foreign to 


the ſentiments of her heart; 
for the impreſſion he had made 
there, was too ſtrong to be eaſily 
effaced. However, ſhe did not 
long remain in her ftate of 


anxiety, as Mrs. Oliver, in a very 


few days, ſent them notice of 
her ſon's arrival, with his lady, 
and her ſiſters. This diffuſed a 
general joy throughout the fa- 
mily; they loſt no time in at- 
tending them to welcome them 
on 


<E 
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on their arrival; and the tran. 
ports of felicity on both ſides, n 
their happy meeting, exceeded alli 8 | 
deſenption. e — 4 55 
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Mr. Oliver received his ſiſters || 
with the ſtrongeſt marks of af- 7 

fection. And to find in the per- 1 
ſon of Mr. Villars, that of the only 
youth he had ever entertained 
any particular attachment to in 
Virginia, (which had been found- 1 
ed both in his perſonal merif,, 8 
and the public eſteem of all his 
acquaintance): tended greatly to * "if 
complete the ſatisfaction he felt A 

on his ſiſter's union with him. 
| Their emotions of joy being a 4 
little ſubſided, and ſettled into a 
ſeren 
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ſerene and mutual affection, Mr. 
Villars informed them of his ſuc- 

ceeding to Mr. Arnold's fortune; 

' whoſe eldeſt ſon having been the 

inſtrument of ſaving the lives of 

Mrs. Oliver and young Mr. Oli- | 
ver, had naturally occaſioned an 

intimacy. between the two fa- 

milies. 


After ſome days being to- 
gether, Mr. Villars told them 
of his intention to ſpend a few 
months in' England, then to re- 
turn to Virginia, and after diſ- 
poſing of all his effects there; 
by the end of the following ſum- 
mer, to ſettle in or near London. 


Mr. and Mrs. Oliver finding this 
- plan 


* * 
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plan quite agreeable. to their own | 


inclination; recommended it to 


their ſon; who readily: conſenting 
to their deſire of his conſtantly 


reſiding, in England, determined 


to go over with Mr. Villars, as 


by that means, they would both f 


be certain of an agreeable com- 
panion, while tranſacting their 


buſineſs, as well as on their re- 


turn... 


Sophia was all this while la- 


bouring under a ſtate of ſuſpence; 
her attachment to Cymon, being 
no leſs than that of her ſiſter to 7 
Villars. But at preſent, all the 
parties ſeemed too much abſorb- 
ed in their own happineſs, to 
.u 41 be 
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beſtow a thought upon her diſ- 


le agreeable fituation. When that 
Was a little ſubſided, ſhe 'took an 
opportunity ma pleaſant manner 
to railly them on ſelf-happineſs. 


Mr. Villars immediately took the 


Hint, and calling Mr. Oliver aſide, 


informed him of the affair be- 
tween Sophia and Cymon. Mr. 


Oliver ſeverely reflected upon him- 
ſelf for his want of proper reſpect 


for his ſiſter, by not more minutely 
enquiring into her preſent ſitua- 
tion. Not but ſhe had ſeemed 


to join ſo ſincerely in congratu- 
 Hting their happineſs, and en- 
Joying every ſatisfaction conſe- 
quent upon it, that no one could 


have 
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have ſuppoſed ſhe had had any 


with of her own unaccompliſhed. 


* 


enquire of Sophia in the tendereſt 
manner, if no one had yet been 
happy enough to gain a ſhare of 


her eſteem; or if ſhe was not in- 


clined to follow the example of 


her ſiſter, by entering into the 
married ſtate? She purpoſely 


changed the topick, and ſtarted 


a converſation upon a very diffe- 


rent ſubject. Perceiving it, he 
made her a reſerved bow, and 
was going away; but ſhe haſtily 
caught hold of him, and at the 


4 ſame - 


Mr. Oliver, much concerned 
at his own neglect, took the firſt | 
opportunity he could procure, to 


"ABR 
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fame time bluſhing, promiſed if : 


he would not be offended at her 
choice, or was not in too much 
haſte to hear her out, ſhe would 
tell him. He bowed his aſſent, 


and ſhe proceeded to give him a 


particular account of her firſt 
meeting and ſubſequent conver- 
lations with Cymon. | 


4 - 


* 
$: 


their firſt meeting was rather too 
romantic for happineſs; but as 
her fortune would far exceed his 
expectation, if he hadthat affection 
for her he profeſſed, and could 


from the young country farmer 


commence eſquire, they might 
0 their time pleaſantly enough. 
But 


Mr. 3 ſaid; he thought 
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| 2 * But my lovely Sophia,” {aid he, 


* muſt not expect from her Cy- 


mon what is not his to give; the 


praiſes due to thoſe unparalleled 


graces that attend her every mo- 


tion and every look. But what 
will Sir Thomas ſay,” continued 
he, © when he finds the amiable. 
Sophia Bemont has given up title, 
fortune, and ſplendid equipage, 


thedrawing-room, and every other 


enjoyment dependent upon them; 
to be a plain home-ſpun country 
farmer's wife, or at beſt to be the 
W s lady ?” 


2 Well, ep Sophia, © you 


and my ſiſter, fir, have both had 


your choice, and are happy. I do 
1 1 not 
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not wiſh to diſgrace you. We 
will endeavour to make our corn 
and our hay, our butter and eggs 
pay our rent, we muſt live on pigs 
and poultry ; and as elegant dreſs 
will not be in character, it will be 
the leſs expenſive ; and if you wiſh 
to avoid us, Berkſhire muſt not 
be in your road.” © Oh then 
you are determined I find,” ſaid 
he; © what need then of any pre- 
vious meeting with me? What 
can I ſay, but that you are will- 
ing, if he is ready?” No, fir,” 
ſaid Sophia, I am not quite ſo 
forward neither; I can ſtay, or 
let it entirely alone ; but if pru- 
dence forbids my acceptance of 

this 


1 
7 
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this offer, I am not obliged to. ac-- 
cept another.. 


« Well, my dear,” ſaid Mr.. 
Oliver, you ſeem. diſpleaſed ;. 
do not be offended; my. Sophia 
ſhall never have caule to reproach. 
her brother or her ſiſter with: 
want of affection; nor ſhall So- 
Phia or any one ſhe wiſhes to eſ 
pouſe, want for any thing that 
can contribute to their happineſs, 
and is within our power. IL am 
certain I can anſwer for Horatio, * 1 
as well as for myſelf; and the 
next time you meet, you may tel! 
the young ſquire that I am ready 
to attend him—the time and place 
at his own appointment.” So- 
: Ex: i | hia : 
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Phia thanked her brother for 0 


obliging and condeſcending offer, 


and promiſed to let him know as 
ſoon as ſhe had ſeen Cymon. 


It was not long before Sophia 


had an opportunity to fulfil her 


pPromiſe, for ſhe met Cymon the 


next day; who did not fail, in 


gentle terms, to complain of her 
long abſence. 


Nor was Sophia 
backward to tell him the cauſe, 
and that her long expected friend 
was arrived; adding, that if he 
meant to fulfil his engagements 


with her, he might now have an 
opportunity to meet that friend, 


by whole advice alone ſhe ſhould 
* determined. — pauſed— 


cc it 
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« If you have the leaſt objection,” 
reſumed Sophia, do not put 
yourſelf to any ill convenience, nor 
heſitate to comply with any pro- 
: poſal from me; ſay but the word, 
I am ready to diſengage you from 
every promiſe made to me—it 
will be equally agreeable. Na 
haſty, nymph,” replied Cymon, 
|  _< why ſhould you judge ſo ſe- 
( verely? If I was ſilent, it pro- 
I ceeded from another cauſe; leſt 
in meeting with your friend, I 
ſhould loſe my ever-adorable So- 
Phia: but if you are really as in- 
different as you pretend, believe 
me, haughty maid, I ſhould meet 
your friend with as much indif-- 
ference as you could part from 
ES RE 
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me: for if T doated on you ten 


times more than I do, which is 
not poſſible, and was ſure to lin- 
ger out a life of pain and hope- 
leſs ſighs, I would ſooner ſuffer 
that, than accept a princeſs if ſhe 


preferred another, or had the nt 
indifference to me.” 


— 


een. atatld focw 


not what to anſwer. A favour- 
able reply after ſuch a declaration, 


- ſhe thought would be too ſubmiſ- 
ſive; : nor could ſhe blame, but ap- 


plaud a ſpirit, fo much like her 
own. While ſhe was conſidering 


what anſwer ſhe ſhould make, Mr. 
Oliver appeared at a diſtance, en- 
| tering the meadow by chance for 


all 
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an evening walk : the fight of him 
rouſed her from. her penſive ſitua- - 
tion, and on perceiving. her em 
barraſſment, Cymon caught her 
hand, and preſſing it to his lips — 
«© May I hope, too cruel maid,” 
ſaid he, you only mean to try 


me? If that is your friend, as I 
ſuppoſe it is, ſay but the word, | 
and the die is caſt. I will either 


haſte to meet him if you conſent 
to be mine; or ſay, you do not, | 
cannot like me, and I. will in- 
ſtantly remove the object from 
you, which if you cannot love, 


you ſure muſt hate.” 80 faying, | 
he ſtopped a moment, but meet- 


ing. no denial, he preſſed her to? 


his breaſt with an ardour that 


I. 3 almoſt 


* 
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- almoſt deprived. her of breath. 


We will go,“ continued he, 
e this moment; ſtop but a ſhort 


time, ſhort it will feem to you, 
Gough long to me, till I return 


= to my angel, to part no more.” 
=_ - He then again claſped her in his 


BY ; arms, and when he quitted her, 
mY was over the field before Mr. Oli- 


ver had gained ten ſteps, or ſhe 
=o could. ſpeak one word to prevent. 


Sophia ſtood like one motion- 
= leſs, revolving in her mind how 
=. this would end. She. could not 
= | | imagine by what extraordinary 
= ' impulſe | he could gueſs Mr. Oli- 
ver to be her friend, when ſo 
TR. many 
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many others had paſſed along that 


ſide of the field unnoticed by 
him; or how he could even en- 


tertain a thought that a gentle- 


man, of his appearance, ſhould be 


the friend of a country girl. 


„ Surely,” faid ſhe, I am not 


diſcovered in my diſguiſe ! if ſo, I 
am, or may be, by my fond con-- 
ceit of rural pleaſures, betrayed. 


into utter ruin.“ 


While ſhe continued ruminat- 


ing on theſe ſtrange events, ſhe 
forgot to obſerve the manner of 


Mr. Oliver's and Cymon's meet- 
ing, or which way they went. 


She had walked on to the bottom 
of the field, at the end of which 
Was a path, which led homewatd, 


a 
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as ſhe ſuppoſed; and judged it 


moſt prudent to purſue her courſe - 
that WAY, as ſhe had loſt. ſight of. : 


them; and in any caſe, thought it 
beſt to reſume her own dreſs be- 
fore ſhe was met by her brother. 
But how great her ſurprize, when 


ſne found, that inſtead of being 


nearer home, ſhe was by the ſide 


of a little coppice, through which 
there ſczmed to be a ſtrait path; 
but where it might lead to, or how 


far from home ſhe then was, ſhe 


could not tell. She had croſſed a 
horſe- road before ſhe was ſenſible. 


of her. miſtake, but returned 


| again, intending to 80 back the > 
4 ſame way as ſhe had Come; but 


perceiving two fields cloſe toge- 


ther, ſo much alike, that in her 


confuſion, ; 
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confuſion, ſhe could not tell which 
of them ſhe had come over. 


HFaving Wolke rownd her a con- 
fiderable time, in hope of ſeeing 
ſome one who could inform her 
of the way, ſhe at laſtf eſpied a 
little boy carrying a pitcher near- 
ly as big as himſelf. Sophia 
made up to him, and earneſtly: 

_ enquired, Where he had been to? 
« To yonder brook,” ſaid the 
boy, for this water.“ And 
where are you going with it?“ 
ſaid ſhe. © To a houſe that path 
leads to,” ſaid the boy. She then 1 
enquired, Whoſe houſe it was. 
It belongs,” ſaid the boy, * 
the lady that lives in it.“ Not- 
withſtanding the diſagreeableneſs 
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of her fituation, Sophia could not 
help ſmiling at the ſimplicity of 
the child's reply; but having 
aſked him to ſhew her the- 26d 
ſhe went with him. 


* 
* . 


# 


Having. walked to gether 1 
ſome conſiderable, time and finding 
ſhe had ſtill further to go, Sophia 


began to regret her having ſet out 


with ſo uncertain a guide, think- 
ing it ſcarcely poſſible that any 
one ſhould dwell in ſo recluſe a 
place. At laſt ſhe ſaw a little boy 
very handſomely dreſſed, running 
towards them, but ſeeing Sophia, 
the child ſtopped: but the lad 
who was her conductor, calling 
out Maſter Tommy, come hi- 
ther 5 he wanted no further in- 
Vitation, 


* 
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vitation, but purſued his journey 
till he joined them. Sophia ca- 


reſſed the little ſtranger, and he 


ſeemed no leſs pleaſed with her. 


She aſked him where he lived. 


« There,” ſaid he, pointing, © but 


you ſhall go and ſee.” Then 


taking hold of her hand, he urged 


her on as faſt as he could, till 


they came in ſight of a neat little 


houſe, ſo ſurrounded with trees, 
as to be quite unperceived till 


ſhe was cloſe up to it. © There 
I hve,” ſaid the little man, and 


immediately began calling out 
% Mamma, mamma,” as loud as 


he could; on which a very de- 


cent young woman came out, 
and curtſying to Sophia, enquired 
08 her whom ſhe. wanted, On 


this 
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9 5 this Sophia related to her the 
E | -* "circumſtances of her having loſt 
her way, and how ſhe came there; 
requeſting a proper direction, and 
to be put into the way to her 
home. We are but ſtrangers 
here, replied the young woman, 
but if you will pleaſe to ſit 
down-till my huſband comes home, 
I am ſure he will take care of you 
back again, if you will pleaſe to 
venture yourſelf with him,” 5 


© 


. Finding herſelf under ſo hoſ- 
„ paitable a roof, Sophia's fears be- 
+= gan to abate ; and after having 
: 1 =: promiſed to reward the good man 
= for his trouble, ſhe began to take 
a little ſurvey of the place chance 
had conducted her to; which was 
perfectly 
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per fectly plain and neat, yet fur- 
niſhed with every thing that was 
uſeful. Her obſervations were 
ſoon interrupted by the return 
of her little companion, (for he 
had left her as ſoon as ſhe enter- 
ed the houſe) who told her his 
mamma would not come down | 
while ſhe was there. Upon this 


Sophia immediately aroſe, and 


deſired ſhe might be permitted to 
wait any where elſe, rather than 
prevent any. one from coming 
there; but the young woman 
made an apology for the blunt- 
neſs of the young gentleman, and 
begged her to ſtay where ſhe was; 
alledging as a reaſon of his 
mamma's avoiding company, an 
ill ſtate of health, which had ſo 
affected 


4 < 
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© affected her ſpirits, that ſhe very 
ſeldom went out, and ſcarcely at 
all into any company; adding, 
that that need not diſturb her, 
as the lady was never ſo happy as 
when alone. 1 


The young woman had ſcarce- 
ly done ſpeaking, when Maſter 
Tommy, who had gone up again 
to his mother, in his eagerneſs 
to return down, fell from the top 
of the ſtairs to the bottom. 
Every one ran to his aſſiſtance, 
I but no oye with greater ſpeed 
| 1 i than his mother, who caught 
1 him up in her arms, exclaiming 
that all happineſs: was over with 
her! her darling infant was ſurely 
killed! But in a ſhort time he 

; began 


| bloom that had quite forſaken 


Ns 
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| began to recover, which gave 
new joy to her heart, and the 


her cheeks, began to return; and 
inſtead of that agitation of ſpirits 
which made her incapable of at- 
tending to any other object than 
her dear child, the reſumed her 
wonted calm. She then addreſſed 
herſelf to Sophia, and thanked 
her in the ſtrongeſt expreſſions of 
_ gratitude for her aſſiſtance to her- 
ſelf, and what was far dearer, her 
ſweet babe. Sophia begged her 
to be ſilent on that head, and 
not to over-rate her little ſervices 
ſo much beyond their merits, but 
permit her to do any think that 
ſhe ſhould judge neceſſary for the 
little gentleman ; while herſelf _ . 
| : took 1 


— 
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| q "= 8 by took ſomething to prevent any 
TY bad effects that might attend the 
fright ſhe had been thrown into. 


* 


1 /:Sophia's 8 genteel eaſy Aimee 
; f 1 . together with her perſonal beau 
1 ties, ſo much attracted the ad- 
1 miration of Maria, for ſo was 
1 this lady called, that ſhe was 
A quite charmed with her; and 
Sophia, on the other hand, 
was delighted with a lady who 
ſeemed all meekneſs and affabi- 
lity. As the child grew better, 
the converſation became more ge- 
neral, and Sophia began to re- 
collect her ſituation; though at 
the ſame time that ſhe wiſh- 
ed to be reſtored to her friends, 
ſhe would have been very glad 
| to 
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to continue an acquaintance that 


had a proſpect of giving mutual 


pleaſure to all the parties. By 
this time the young man was 
come home, and being informed 


of Sophia's confinement for want | 


of a guide, readily offered to at- 
tend her; and at the ſame time 


told her, the diitance was not ſo 5 


great, as her fears at the time ſhe 


came there had made her imagine. - 
The ladies then parted, but not 
without a promiſe by Sophia, of 


S renewing her viſit to Maria the 
flirſt opportunity. 


Sophia returned home with all 
poſſible haſte; and when ſhe 
came in, the joy of her friends 
on her ſafety was almoſt with- 
| - ous 
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cout bounds; as Mr. Oliver. had 
Juſt before returned with the me- 


lancholy tidings, that he could 


hear nothing of here: Four ſer- 
vants were at that time. out, and 
her Cymon was gone on horſe- 
back, all to ſeek. for her ; and 
Mr. Oliver had determined to 
take his horſe and go forth on the 
ſame errand, juſt as ſhe arrived. 


Full of anxiety for the know- 
ledge of what had paſſed in their 
conference, as ſoon as ſhe had 
liberally rewarded her conductor, 
and thrown off her country ha- 
bit, which ſhe had worn all this 
time, Sophia deſired to ſpeak to 
her brother. As ſoon as they 
were together, Mr. Oliver expa- 
ices tiated 
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tiated largely on the good quali- 
ties of: her. conqueſt ; and ſaid, if 
the: could ſubmit a little to the 
ruſticity of his addreſs (which 


might be improved in time by her 
converſation) and condeſcend to 


his employ, which, with the ad- 
dition of her fortune, need only 


be inſpecting, he could not wiſh 


for her choice to be fixed on one 


more ſuitable to her temper, or 
who appeared, in his eyes, to be 
cequally capable of rendering her 


happy. Sophia thanked him for 


his kindneſs, and was more than 


ever ſenſible of his ſuperior diſ- 


cernment of another's qualifica- 
tions; perhaps becauſe he thought 


Juſt as ſhe liked he ſhould. She 


then returned to the company 
VOL, 11. K much 
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much happier than ſhe left it; as 
every thing ſeemed to bid fair for 


her being ſoon as abe as the reſt | 
| > them. * £4 We. 
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8 In has hurry to return to the 


company, Sophia never thou ght 


of aſking her brother when he 


was to ſee Cymon. The bell ring- 


Ing, a note was brought to Mr. 
Oliver, which he, ſmiling, read 
ſaying, it came from Sophia's im- 


patient lover. It contained in- 

formation of his ſearch after her 
being fruitleſs, and of his deter- 
mination to return no more, till 
he could hear of, or ſee the only 


object that on earth could make 


him happy. Mr. Oliver wrote 
an anſwer, and ſent it back by the 
ſame 


fame meſſenger; but although 
Sophia much | wiſhed to fee the 
note which came from Cymon, 
yet as her brother did: not offer 
to ſhew it her, or to read the an 
ſwer he had ſent, ſhe would net 
take notice of either, but repreſ- 


ſing her curioſity, retired to reſt. 


* 
0 
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Sleep was, however, a ſtranger ' . 
to her eyes that night, and ſhe . 


could not but think her brother's 


behaviour rather extraordinary, in 


holding a correſpondence with a 
perſon he had ſeen but once, and 
who was in a ſphere of life ſo very 


different from his own. Cymon's | 
conduct in ſetting out towards 


him at firſt ſight, and that almoſt 
before he knew. whether he was 
"2008 4 her 
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her 1 friend or not, x appeared to 
her equally myſterious. But how- 
ever unpleaſant ſhe paſſed the 
night, Mr. Oliver, anxiouſly con- 
cerned for her happineſs, came 
early in the morning, and tapped 
at her door, where ſhe was ready 
to receive him. After an apology 
for his early viſit, which ſhe readily 
admitted, he took her by the hand, 
and ſeating himſelf. by her, «I 
hope,” ſaid he, my lovely Sophia 
will favour her brother with the 
confidence of a friend, as nothing 
can lay nearer his heart than her 
happineſs.” She aſſured him of 
the ſenſe ſhe had of the obliga- 
tions ſhe lay under to him ; and 
that the ſhould more chan ever 
love him with the affection of a 


brother, 
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brother, and eſteem him as ber 
moſt ſincere friend. 


0 He then laid before her, in- 
the moſt tender and mild terms, 
the ſituation ſhe muſt expect to 
be in by her acceptance of 
Cymon; at the ſame. time not to 
diſſuade. her from it, joined his 
kindeſt promiſes of contributing 
every thing in his power to add 
to her felicity; and did not fail 

to balance againſt Cymon's ſitu- 
ation in life, the ſuperior merit 
he appeared to poſſeſs over many 
who could boaſt of the greateſt 
advantages of fortune. Sophia 

told him, ſhe had thoroughly 
conſidered it in her mind, and 
ſhe could have wiſhed, 

1 for 
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fr the ſatisfaction of her family, 
4 that there had not been ſo great 
a diſparity in their ſituation, yet 


©, he could not but own, there was 


4 that frankneſs in his manner, 
1 joined to a natural ſweetneſs and 
affability of temper, that to her 
was far preferable to the ſtudied 
ſpeeches and flattering compli- 
ments which the modern fine 
gentlemen indiſcriminately make 
+». mY uſe of to every lady they meet, 
1 I [as -without either ſincerity or truth. 
And,“ added ſhe, © I muſt own 
I have never converſed with any one 
I can like fo well as Cymon, pro- 
vided the union will not be thought 
too great a diſparagement to him, 
whom I ſhall ever think my beſt 
friend; bowing to her brother. 
3 82 Mr. 
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Mr. Oliver replied, that as it 
was the firſt wiſh of his heart, 

to ſee her happy, ſo whoever ſhe 
thought could moſt contribute to 
her felicity in the marriage ſtate, 

; he would, with the moſt cordial 

_ affection, receive as his brother. 
„ t! my dear, added he, I 
cannot but be concerned for a 
particular friend of mine, who, by 
your refuſal of. him, will, I fear, 
be quite wretched. Ithink he is not 
without a great deal of merit, and 2 

_ notwithſtanding his former errors, 
I am aflured, he has ſuffered 
ſufficiently by his own reflections 
on them, to excite at leaſt ſome | 
degree of pity in your breaſt. 
And I flatter myſelf, however | 
my Sophia may be prepoſſeſſed in 
k 4 * favour. 
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_ refuſe to permit him to declare 
in perſon, the impreſſion her ſupe- 
rior charms have made on him: 


addreſſes in a manner agreeable 
to his wiſhes, yet, being ſenſible 
what a true affection is; ſne will 
give her refuſal in as mild terme 
as ere r "her; —_ I 


dear fir,” ſaid Sophia, 18 may 
command a particular diſtinction 
from me. But who is this friend 
Who claims ſo great a ſhare of 
your regard? I long to know, 
yet with reluctance liſten,” Not 
to keep you in ſuſpence, my dear,” 

faid Mr. * cc It is Sir Tho- 
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favour of another, ſhe will not 


and though ſhe cannot receive his 
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mas I feared ſo,” re- 
- plied: Sophia; „Do you know 1 
have often thought of him with 
a mixture of eſteem and fear? 
I think I could never conquer the 
latter. Vet with him almoſt an 
other might be very happy. 
Could the eaſy polite addreſs of 
Sir Thomas, be joined to the 
open, mild, and generous difpo- - 
ſition of Cymon, thoſe pleaſing 
qualifications in one perſon would 
make him a moſt accompliſhed 
gentleman indeed! however, pray 
let Sir Thomas know, that I am 
too far engaged to go back; and 
fpare me the pain of a refuſal“ 
e. Then Cymon's merit,” ſaid Mr. 
Oliver, exceeds that of Sir 
Thomas „ with all his. fortune = : 
* EE... * doo AY 


+ LE 
33 


 fible.” © But when am I to ſee 
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£1 do not with to leſſen Sir 
Thomas: by comparing them to- 
gether, but really Sir,” ſaid Sophia, 


J have well conſidered it, and 
I think the other is the man who 


can render me moſt happy.“ 
Well, my dear ſiſter, replied 


Mr. Oliver, only permit Sir 
Thomas to have one interview, 


that he may have his refuſal from 


your own lips: I have no otlier 


requeſt: then I will conſult Mr. 


Villars and our ſiſter on the beſt 
method of informing your Cymon 
of your ſituation in life, and. 


wyhen you ſee him give him what 


encouragement you pleaſe, -as we 
will conduct every thing with as 
much care and expedition as poſ- 


Sir 


a. 
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Sir Thomas; {aid Sophia. This 
evening, ſaid he, if agrec- 
able. 1 Agreed, replied ſhe, 
<< Tſhall long for the hour; that it 
may be paſſed; but I muſt add a re- 
queſt of mine to yours, and that 
is, that you. would be preſent.” 
©, With all my heart, ſaid he. 
They then took leave of each 
other, both equally. Wa with 
the interview. hun 2 93 

The day paſſed away very 
pleaſantly, the evening came, and 
with it tlie hour in which Sir 
Thomas was expected. Sophia 
withdrew into another; room, 
Mr. Oliver followed to receive 
their gueſt, when Cymon enter- 


ed, genteel but plainly dreſſed. 
K „ 2 
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He ſtepped up to Sophia, Hea- 


ven- born maid,” ſaid he, whence 
comes it, that one error, one 


only error can never be forgiven; 


that I muſt be for ever baniſhed 
the only object of earthly: hap- 
| Pore" and the happy, thrice 
happy Cymon ſhould be bleſſed, 


when princes might think them 
ſelves honoured to lay their crowns 
at your feet, and vow a laſting 


| homage there 4 : 


— 7 a a ke ? . 
* * 4 


„What, or who are you, fir.” 


replied Sophia, with a mixture of. 
ſcorn and indignation; that aſ- 
with the addreſs of Sir Thomas? 
for I find you are no ſtranger to 


[the characters of both. From 


you, 
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you, however, I do not ſo; much 
wonder to receive this treatment, 
but turning towards Mr. 
Oliver, 0 catching her half-ex- 
tended hand, immediately ſaid, 
I cannot ſtand a moment long- 
er a witneſs to your ſurprize, or 
am object of your diſpkaſare : 
Behold, in Cymon, your repenting 
Sir Thomas; and if you can be 
happy with the one, you cannot 
but make the other equally ſo: 
lay aſide therefore all your ſeruples, 
and make him the happy man; as 
now you can have no objection to 


him; if you make uſe of that reaſon 1 


08 are. 0 ee for.”.:- 0 


Sophia ſtood in a N and : 
: half ſmiling, to ſee the alternate 
agita- 
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So ſaying, without giving either 
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apitationscof hope and fear, that 


had taken poſſeſſion of his-heart; 


and ſhewed themſelves very viſt- 


bly in his countenance,” waiting 


only the leaſt ſhadow of a' turn 
from her to ſink in deſpair, or 
break forth into rapture when, 
with a grace peculiar to herſelf, 
ſhe made a reſpectful curtſy to 
Mr: Oliver. I have,” ſaid ſhe, 


received ſo many proofs of 


your intereſt” in my paſt happi- 
neſs; that I cannot heſitate to be 
directed by you in the future; 


but permit me to withdraw. for 
the preſent; and Iwill endeavour to 


ſition to receive your commands.” 


of 
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of them time to reply, cue preci- 
pitately left the room. 


The emotions of Sir Thomas 
during Sophia's addreſs to her 
brother, are eaſier to be imagined 
than deſcribed. After a pauſe, 
„I think,” ſaid Mr. Oliver, “ 1 


may congratulate you on a vic- 


tory gained over a very favoured 
rival.“ Sir Thomas was too much 
overjoyed to be capable of even 
thanking Mr. Oliver for the part 
he had taken in the ecclairciſſ- 
ment, or of even ſoliciting him to 


compleat his happineſs, by urg- 


ing Sophia to haſten that happy 


moment that would put him in 


8 of what was to him 
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more valuable than any GO * 5 
this world could afford. 


9 After "EP" Sophia return- 
ed, attended by her ſiſter, who 
received Sir Thomas with great 
reſpect, and after rallying him a 
Uttle on his contrivance, the reſt 


af the company joining them, the 


converſation became general. Sir 


Thomas ſpent the evening with 


them with much pleaſantry; but 


nothing particular paſſed between 
Sophia and him, excepting that 


now and then their, eyes met, 
when his, with an half ſuppreſ- 
fed figh; informed her, hom much 
he wiſhed for an opportunity to 


tell her, with Cymon's ſinceri- 


ty, how * he was. devoted 
to 


THE FORTUNATE SISTERS. 


the night, he preſſed her hand to 
ſhould count the tedious moments 


till the next evening, when he 
ſhould hope to ſee her again. Se 


ſmiled conſent, and they parted, 


- both being pleaſed w their 


evening 8 entertainment. 


When Bir Thooias idk with- 


drawn, they all ſeparately congra- 
tulated Sophia on her conqueſt, 
_ their pleaſure being greatly height- 


ened by the changing of Cymon 
into Sir Thomas; at the ſame 
time teſtifying their ſurprize, that 


Sophia ſhould not have diſcovered 
him notwithſtanding his diſguife. 


She-allured them that ſhe never 
11 had 


209 
to her. When they ſeparated for 
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had obſerved any. thing in her 
_.Cymon, that could induce her to 


ſuppoſe him other than the cha- 
racter in which he appeared; nor 
could ſhe think at the time that 
he knew her. Whether he had 
aſſumed the ruſtic appearance out 
of a frolic, as they had done, could 
only be determined by informa- 
tion from himſelf; but they all 
concluded, that as matters had 
gone ſo far, it would be moſt pru- 
dent, to avoid every occaſion of 
delay, and concludè the ceremony 
as ſoon as poſſible. Upon this 
Sophia aſſured them ſhe was not 


uin haſte to change her preſent 


condition, nor could ſhe help re- 
gretting the loſs of Cymon's ſin- 


cere ſimplicity in the polite ac- 
| com - 
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compliſhed Sir Thomas: How 


ever,” added ſhe, © I muſt make 
the beſt I can of my ſwain, and 
ſubmit myſelf to your diſpoſal 
and his mercy.” This occaſioned 
a lively turn to the converſation, 


and after ſome little time they 


ſeparated and retired to reſt. 


The next evening Sir Thomas 
was very punctual to his engage- 


ment, and his union with Sophia 
was finally agreed on. All pre- 
ſent were very preſſing with her 


for an early day; and the follow- 
ing Thurſday being fixed on by 


all the parties, in compliance with / 


their requeſt, Sophia conſented 
then to give her hand to that Sir 


Thomas, who, under the aſſumed 


charac- 
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character of Cymon, was already 
in full poſſeſſion of her heart. 

Although a part of the inter- 
mediate time was neceflarily tak- 
en up in ſome little preparations 
for the day, yet Sir Thomas was 
their conſtant viſitor. He endea- 


voured, by avoiding thoſe trifling 


compliments which the frothy 
race of modern fine gentlemen 
would have told her was due to 


her extraordinary merit, to con- 
verſe with his Sophia on the moſt 


entertaining and improving ſub- 


jects, in the plaineſt ſimplicity of 


language; nor was this a pain- 
ful taſk, as at the ſame time as 
it was highly agreeable to her, 
it afforded him opportunities of 
- ſhewing 


—— 
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ſhewing the ſincerity of that paſ- 
ſion he had profeſled for her, 
while under n. aimed n 


* 
, 


As Sir "NOR has no pe hi 
place of reſidence, he very po- 
litely referred the choice of a fitu- 
ation to his beloved Sophia; and 


as they were converſing one ar, Y 
ternoon upon that ſubject, gab | N 1 
think,” aid ſhe, © I ſhould be 
very happy could you purchate 4 


ſome ſmall eſtate, with a plain 
decent houſe ſituated near ſome 
farms; where the villagers are 
honeſt and induſtrious. people, 
and the vicar a ſincerely pious 
and well- meaning man. Among 
ſuch I could walk in ſafety, and 
entertain myſelf with pleaſure; 
| with 
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1 ended, when Sir Thomas catch- 
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with ſerving the growing fa 
milies and increaſing ſubſtance of 


my honeſt neigbours. Nor would 


it be a ſmall part of my happi- 
"neſs, ſhould any of them fall 


into trouble, by ſickneſs, lofles, or 
oppreſſion, to hold out an aſ- 
ſiſting hand towards reſtoring 


them to their former tranquil- 


ity: For this I would leave 
the pleaſures of London, and 
all the gay amuſements of the 
beau monde to thoſe who can 
She had ſcarce- 


ed her in raptures in his arms, 
over- joyed to find her ſentiments 
in every thing ſo agreeable to his 


own; and as they all teſtified 


their approbation of her choice, 
Bie 1 - Mr. 
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Mir. Oliver and Mr. ann 
to e for age a Atationi® * 


Ex #7 
WW; 14 


ane their: "EY had very na- 
turally expreſſed their ſurprize at 
ſo extraordinary a change in their 
ideas of pleaſure and happineſs, 
Sir Thomas addreſſing himſelf to 
n Mr. Oliver, ſaid, After my re- 
turn from Paris, whither I went 
when I had taken leave of you, I 
ſpent a conſiderable time at the ſeat 
of a gentleman who had ſeveral 
farms upon his manor, occupied 
by people remarkable for theſtrict- 
neſs of their morals, the civility of 
their behaviour, and their unre- 
mitted induſtry; when I could not 
but draw the compariſon between 
the empty compliments and the 
unmeaning 
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unmeaning promiſes of the polite 
world, and that ſimplicity of 
manners, and ſincerity of dealing, 


which was ſo conſpicuous in all 
I converſed with, in a manner as 


made me enamoured of a country 
life. I then changed my mode of 


dreſs, and took great pleaſure in 
viſiting the wakes and fairs of 
every little village around me; but 


how great was my aſtoniſhment 


at meeting my lovely Sophia in 
her neat diſguiſe, which was, 
however, inſufficient to conceal 
thoſe charms. which had made fo 

deep an impreſſion on my heart. 
Confiding in my aſſumed charac- - 


ter, I ventured to addreſs her, but 


was ſearcely able to ſuppreſs my 


| 50 when ſhe liſtened to my pro- 


Qt: poſal 
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poſal of meeting me again, and. 
as I preſumed to hope, gave ſome 
encouragement to my ſuit.— The 
reſt you know, and I hope ſoon 


to be the ppi of all happy 


men.“ 


An invitation being ſent to Mr. 


and Mrs. Oliver and Mrs. Williams, 


Sir Thomas went and preſented. 
his lovely Sophia to the earl, his 
uncle, who received her with the 
warmeſt expreſſions of tenderneſs 
and affection; and, as his bodily 


infirmities prevented him from 


being preſent at the wedding, he 
teſtified his approbation of his 


nephew's choice, by preſenting So- 
phia with ſome very valuable fa- 


mily jewels, 1 
VOL. I. The 
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The day at length arrived that 
was to compleat their union, 
when the elder Mr. Oliver, taking 
upon him the ſame office in which 
he had already appeared for her 
ſiſter, gave the bluſhing Sophia 


into the hands of Sir T homas, _ 
Who received her as his greateſt Ei 


earthly treafure. The day was 


ſpent with propriety and elegance, 


and they received the ſincereſt con- 


| n of all their friends. 


A few days ifter £ the ceremony 


was over, the weather being ſe- 


rene and pleaſant, this knot of 
friends were defirous of taking a 


walk; and not being confined to 


go any particular way, the ami- 
able Lady L——, ever nundful 
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of her benefactors, pr ropoſed a 
call on her obliging friend, who 
had aſſiſted her when ſhe was a 
wanderer in the wood. They 
were all agreeable to the propo- 
ſal, and ſoon found the way to 
the hoſpitable cottage. Mrs. 
Villars and Lady L—— went up 
firſt, and knocked at the door, 
which being opened by the young 
woman of the houſe, Lady L—— 
kindly enquired after her conduc- 
tor, the young lady, and her little 
charmer. She was ſoon inform- 
ed that the lady was ſunk in the 
depth of affliction, her little ſon 
being dangerouſly ill; «and in- 
deed, ſaid the poor woman, who 
ſeemed very deeply affected with the 
diſtreſs of the lady, I fear ſome 
. diſ- 
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- diſappointment has happened to 
add to her trouble, as ſhe has ſe- 
au ſighed out, ſhe could not do 
for her darling as he could with.” 


2H 1 with eager impa- 
tience begged to ſee her, and was 
ſeconded by Mrs. Villars. I 
will let her know, ladies,” faid 


the young woman, and up ſtairs 


ſhe tripped immediately; but ſoon 
returned, with a great many apo- 


2 Jogies, for the confuſed ſituation 
ſhe was in; and that as ſhe could 


not poſſibly come down, ſo nei- 

ther could ihe expect the pleaſure 
of ſeeing the ladies, as ſhe could 
not trouble them to come up. 
If that is all,” ſaid Mrs. Vil- 
lars, « we ſhall take the liberty 
of | 
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of avoiding all ceremony ;” and 
immediately went up. They found 
tlie lady bathed in tears, with her 
lovely babe in her arms; ſhe bow- 
ed to them, but was ſo overcome 
with grief, that ſhe could not 
ſpeak. Lady L went up to 
her, and looked at the child; but 
when Mrs. Villars drew nearer 
and viewed the lady, ſhe almoſt 
ſtiffened with ſurprize; yet find- 
ing ſhe was unknown, ſhe gently 
whiſpered, © Do not you remem- 
ber Fanny Bemont ?”” The lady 
ſtarted, and after a ſhort pauſe, 
replied, © Indeed I do, my dear- 
eſt Fanny, for ſo I muſt ſtill call 
you, though you ſhould be ex- 
alted to a throne, and I be de- 
baſed beneath the meaneſt of your 
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ſubjects.” Lady L—— was aſto- 
niſhed at their knowledge of each 
other, and enquiring who this 
lady was, Mrs, Villars ſaid, This 
1s the kind, the obliging Miſs 
Franklin, that I told you was ſo 
tender of me. when ——” There 


the ſtopped... «Ay, ay,” ſaid Lady 
L——,” you m_ I no more, 
I know the reſt.” © Ah! ladies,” 
ſaid Miſs Sa, and I too 
well know it too.” The expreſſion 
was myſterious, but they were in 
too much haſte to ſtay an ex- 
planation ; for the gentlemen be- 
ing in waiting, each of them, un- 
known to the other, ſlipped two 
-- guineas into her hand, and kind- 
php ſaluting her, took their leave 
| till the next day. 
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midſt their 


As they went home, a 
various ſubjects of diſcourſe, the 


viſit the ladies had now. paid, 


claimed a conſiderable. are of 


their attention. And;, dwelling 
particularly on the diſtreſs fo viſt- 


ble in the countenance of the 


men ſeemed very 
deſirous of ſeeing her, offering 


lady, the gentlemer 


any thing within their power er 
influence to remove or leſſen the 
cauſe of her affliction; but Lady 
it more prudent to conceal both 
her name and perſon, till they! 


themſelves knew more of her a5 


fairs. the _—_— cee 


The next day the . alters 


were punctual to their engage - 
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ment, and found the incognita 
in much better ſpirits; which was 


net to be wondered at, as their 


little favourite was greatly mended. 


At chis meeting, Miſs Franklin 
could ſcarcely ſet any bounds to 


the tranſport of her joy; and the 
hearts of the ladies were warmed 


Vith the trueſt pleaſure, o on nee 8 


* at _ ( 

As 3 room in which they were 
chen ſitting 1 Was very warm, they 
withdrew ' into another, that 


| Igoked into the wood wherewith 
the houſe was nearly ſurrounded. 
They had not been long ſeated, 


when Miſs Franklin ſaid, I 
think! two ſuch kind benefac- 
treſſes are entitled to an account 
Be 7 5 OLE! ik ok -:.0f 
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of my unhappy ſituation. BD 
cannot, I am ſenſible, communi- 
cate it without much cenſure on my 
paſt conduct; but as 1 repented 
of my crime as ſoon as it was 
committed, I hope you, ladies, 


will give it a favourable con- 


ſtruction.“ They begged her to 
proceed, provided the relation of 


her misfortunes would not be 


too painful to herſelf. 


Miſs F ranklin then reſumed 
the diſcourſe, and addreſſing her- 


ſelf to Mrs. Villars, „After you 


left our houſe, madam, ſaid ſhe, 
dy a gentleman, pleaſing. in his 
manners, and particularly engag- 
ing in his perſon, fought every 

opportunity of being in my com- 
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pany. I the more readily gave - 


way to his ſolicitations for diffe- 


rent interviews, particularly even- 
ing walks, as his converſation was 
perfectly agreeable to me. In 
ſhort, ſo great an impreſſion he 
made on my heart, that one even- 
ing, when we were a conſiderable 
diſtance from home, and our diſ- 
courſe was turned on love, What 
would I not give, ſaid he, to be 


able to call the lovely Maria mine 


by the ſtricteſt ties of marriage 


but alas and there he ſtopped. 


I vas quite alarmed, however, I 
begged him to proceed. He then 
told me, He had been the moſt 


F miſerable of mortals from the 
time he had firſt ſeen me, as he 


was under a previous inviolate 
. | engage - 
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engagement to a lady whom he 


could not love; and that he - 


ſhould remain the moſt wretched 
of mankind, till he could deviſe 
ſome way to extricate himſelf 
from his promiſe. He then launch- 


ed out on the cruelty of thoſe pa- 


rents who pretended to over-rule 
the affections of their children, 


and by authoritatively compelling 
them to take up with thoſe, whom 
their own. avaricious views had 


pointed out to them, were in fact 


the deſtruction of their offspring; 


1 caſe, which he ſaid he feared, 
would too ſoon be his own, | 


The ſhock which this ac- 
count of his ſituation gave me, 


left me in a ſtate little ſhort of 
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ſtupidity, till at laſt a flood of 
tears gave me ſome relief. Theſe 
he tenderly dried up, and vowing 
a laſting affection for me, let his 
father do whatever he would, he 
appeared to ſhare ſo much in my 
concern, and to ſuffer ſo much 
himſelf, that, to cloſe the whole, 
on the next evening, partly by 
ſurprize, and partly through too 
great a confidence in him, I ſuf- 
fered myſelf to be overcome, un- 
knowing at that time who he 
really was. He made me abun- 
dance of preſents, gave me conſi- 
derable ſums of money, and con- 
tinued his viſits very frequently; 
but, as he could never prevail on 
me to repeat the. connection 
again, whether he was tired of 
. ſuing 
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5 ſuing in vain, or whether any 

freſh object had engaged his at- 
tention, I cannot fay, he totally 
withdrew himſelf, ſo that for a 
very conſiderable time paſſed, I 
have not ſeen him. 


„I ſoon found that I was 

really with child; but not to de- 
tain you, ladies, when I was ſo 
increaſed in ſize that I could no 
longer conceal it from my uncle, 
I confeſſed the whole affair. He 
never thoroughly forgave me, and 
when he died, which was ſoon af- 


ter I was brought to bed, he left 


me only the intereſt of five hun- 
dred pounds for my life. On that, 
and ſome little matter of money 
which T had by me, we have been 

kitherto 
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hitherto ſupported. But my lit- 
tle Tommy's illneſs had drove us 
fadly behind hand, till your houn- | 
ty relieved me, and rendered me 
quite eaſy again.” Mrs, Villars 
and Lady L-— thanked Miſs 
Franklin for the confidence the 


r —— 8 — 


had repoſed in them, and endea- 
voured to conſole her, by every 
argument in their power, for her 
almoſt involuntary error; and 
after promiſing the continuance 
of their aſliſtance, Politely took 
their leave. 


As they had appointed the 
gentlemen to meet them on their 
return, it was not long before they 
joined them; when they gave 
them a ſhort ſketch of Miſs Frank- 
lin 8 
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n's unhappy ſtory. When they 
had finiſhed, © Good God !” ex- 
claimed Sir Thomas, how have 
I ſpent my time | what evils have 
I not to anſwer for! it was I that 
brought her to ruin] it was I that 
ſeduced. and - then legt. han! FT 


waawas rel £- 
have indeed enquired after her, but 
could never arrive at the know- 
ledge of what became of her after 
her uncle's death. However, as 
the beſt reparation now in my 
power, I will ſettle fifty pounds 
a year upon her during her life, 
and depoſite five hundred pounds 
to bring up her child, and ſettle 
him m ſome buſineſs.” 


mern which this confeſ- 
ſion of Sir Thomas raiſed in the 
breaſts 
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232 THE FoxTuNATE SISTERS. 
breaſts of the company, was 
greatly alleviated, by that readineſs 
with Which he propoſed making 
proviſion for the unhappy ſubjects 
of it. It was, however, judged 
mlt prudent to conceal from Miſs 
Franklin, the fountain from which 
her future ſubſiſtence was to flow ; 
and therefore Mr. Villars under- 
took to tranſact the payments 
with her. The two ſiſters took 
an early opportunity of acquaint- 
ing Maria with this turn in her 
fortune, at which ſhe was tranſ- 
ported with gratitude, ſurprize, 
and joy; but by their advice, ſhe 
continued in her retired ſituation, 
which was at the ſame time quite 
* to her own inclination. | 


Ir Leh 
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Though the time was now 
drawing near apace which Mr. 


Villars had fixed on for going to 


Virginia, yet Mrs. Villars being 
far advanced in pregnancy making 
it unſafe for her to undertake 
the voyage, his love would not 
permit him to leave her, till ſne 
had preſented him with a pledge 
of their mutual affection. By the 
time ſhe was abroad again from 
her lying-in, Lady L began 
to ſhew ſymptoms of Wh ma 
ſimilar ſituation ; and Mrs. Vil- 
 lars's tenderneſs for her ſiſter 
making her wiſh to remain with 
her, Mr. Villars and Mr. Oliver 
agreed to go over together, leaving 
their ladies under the care of Sir 
Thomas, with whom they would 


make 
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make but one family during their 
abſence. | 


| They lebe ſet out, and 
after a very pleaſant paſſage, had 
the happineſs of finding all their 


0 concerns in that part of the world 
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in aà moſt flouriſhing ſtate. But 
ever mindful of thoſe dear objects 
of their affection which they had 
left behind, they reſiſted every 
temptation which the extraor- 
dinary profits attendant on their 
ſettling abroad held out to them, 
and diſpoſing of their plantations 
on the beſt terms they could get, 
they haſtened back to England ; 
where they arrived, after as ſhort 
an abſence as the nature and im- 
1 pPortance 
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portance of their buſineſs would 
permit. 1 8 . 


Upon their return, Sir Thomas 
received their repeated thanks for 
his care of, and attention to, the 
dear objects of his charge. Their 
next care was to look out for ſe- 
parate habitations, the increaſing 
ſtate of their reſpective families, 
making additional conveniencies 
neceſſary for them all. Yet when 
ever it was poſſible, one place 
contained them, ſuch was the 
mutual happineſs they enjoyed 
in the company of each other 
Not but Lady L—— would ſome- 
times think that ſhe enjoyed a ſu- 
perior happineſs, as her habita- 
tion was rural to her wiſh, and 
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236 THE FORTUNATE SISTERS. | 
| Sir Thomas and ſhe became at 


once the patrons of all the villages 
where they lived. 


'The.elder Mr. and Mrs. Olver 


ſaw, with pleaſure, the growing 


happineſs of their adopted chil- 
dren, and at their deaths, leaving 
each of the ſiſters a handſome le- 


gacy, they bequeathed to Mr. Oliver 


a very large income in addition to 


his firſt ample fortune. Their little 
families were, by the examples of 


their parents, trained up in the 


ſtricteſt affection towards each 


other; and, in ſhort, theſe three 


happy wedded couples, were long 


continued as living examples, 
That Virtue and Prudence will ever 
meet with. their juſt Reward. 
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